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CORRESPONDENCE, 


In reply to many letters concerning the Prays of Suax~ 
sPEARE—we have only to fay, that when the prefent edition 
is fold off, we fhall not print another. Such Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, therefore, who have omitted to complete their Sets of 
the Magazine, are earneftly requefted to give their orders to 
their refpective Bookfellers as foon as poffibly convenient, in 
order that they may not experience a difappointment by delay, 
The Magazine, from its commencement in the Summer of 1787, 
may be always purchafed, in Numbers or in Sets ; and when 
the ftock of Shak/peare’s Plays is exhaufted, a proper deduétion 
will be made in the price of thofe Numbers in which they have 
appeared. We likewife wih it to be underftood, that the 
History or France, and every other detached work heres 
after to appear in the General Magazine, being printed from 
Original Manuferipts only, may be had at any period of time. 


Nine Shilling Numbers, each containing a complete Play and 
Two Engravings, are already out, under the title of the 
General Macazing SHaxsPeare. They will proceed to 
No. XIII. and contain fuch Dramas and Engravings as have 
not appeared im the Magazine. 


This Number will complete the Edition fome time in June 
next; but as it will contain a new-written Life of our matchlefs 
Bard, his Will, &c. together with no lefs than Ten valuable 
Engravings, its price cannot poflibly be fixed at lefs than Fopr 
Shillings, 








a a ee ae 


—_ 


-— & 





1 to 
ave 


‘une 
alefs 
able 











THE 


GENERAL MAGAZINE, 


For APRIL, 1791. 








Original Profe. 





MATILDA. 


(wWiTH A BEAUTIFUL ENGRAVING.) 


OURNFUL as the murmuring of the waving willow, 
when, ruffled by the approaching ftorm deftined to trouble 

the eve of an expiring autumn, it bends its penfive branches 
over the dewy a of fome love-lorn maiden ;—alike mournful 
rofe the figh of the forrow-ftricken Matilda—abandoned by her 
friends, and abandoned by her cruel feducer. Forlorn fhe fat on 
the moffy ftone. Spring {miled upon her hopes; Summer nurfed 
her doubts; Autumn witneffed her anguifh; and Winter was 
int advancing to clofe the eventful year on her defpair and 

ath. 

‘© Where, where,” fhe exclaimed, “* where is the perfidious 
man who has robbed my youth of its peace, my mind of its 
innocence, my once fair fame of its honour, my tortured brain 
of its reafon ?—Where is the perjured Eowarp, who this fatal 
morning trod this church-yard path? In the facred temple, and 
at the ftill more facred altar, he has infulted his God by ftaining 
the fanctuary with unhallowed vows ;—vows not his own to give; 
—vows torn from my bleeding heart, where he once bade me 
lodge them !—Ah, wretch! he has ftolen the depofit, and left 
the poor cabinet vacant and in ruin! But the thunders of Heaven 
will not fleep ; injuftice will be vifited by vengeance; and the 
death of Matitpa will not pafs unmarked in the dreadful 
record of infulted innocence.” 

She fpake;—and, beneath the almoft leafiefs branches of a 
withering tree, fhrunk from the drenching rain. The dawn at 
length arofe ; the advancing fun difperfed the clouds, and gave 
utelefs fplendor to the tears of Matitpa; rufhing from her 
heart, they fell undiftinguifhed among the gems of the morning. 


X 2 While 



























i76 Matilda. 


While life animates the form, though forrow dims the cheek, 
and finks the eye, the beams of the Eaft will play upon the heart, 
chafing, for a moment at leaft, the dark anguith of the troubled 
bofom.—Matitpa raifed -her eyes, and bleffed the reviving 
rays. She wandered to a mouldering ruin, which lent its gloomy 
dignity to an embowering grove. here refided the Genits of 
Solitude, the fair friend of virtue, the gentle reclaimer from 
error, the fcourge of vice. The high-arched windows, ivy- 
fringed and time-decayed, wer¢ ‘partially illumined, giving a 
Sombre glory to the whole.—** Power fupreme,” faid the wan- 
dering Matitpa, “ Jet me in this interval of reafon confefy 
the juftice of my punifhment: let me. blefs that goodnefs which 
has preferved me—amidft all the cruelties E- have experienced 
’ from an offended father—from impioufly arraigning thy good= 
nefs! The comfortable radiance darting from the heavens ta 
cheer the inhabitants. of the earth, revive my drooping frame. 
Thy hope revifits the chambers of my heart, and prompts me tq 
feek. the manfion of a recoliefted friend, who may not, as 
parent has done, deny thelter and food to a wandering penitent?* 

Martina, not yet feventeen, was the only.child of a.oneg- 
fond parent, Indulged in eyery with, and flattered into vanity,, 
her gay heart panted after the pleafures of a diffipated world, 
But who thal! {wim in the freams of human felicity, and efcape) 
the {urrounding rocks of deftru@ion ?—Adulation enervates vite 
tue. Many were the admirers of Matitpa: fhe liftened, bes» 
lieving all they faid; but Epwaap alone touched her heart... 
High birth and princely fortune {welled the bofom of his fathers 
‘Though enamoured of Mati.pa’s charms, the ambition -of 
Epwaro checked the generous impulfes of love.. He played. 
upon a heart already toa much in his power: he protefted his 
truth, and made a facred promife. Could Matiup4 think evil 
of the man fhe adored? Her own mind pure and. ynfullied, 
could fhe meanly doubt the purity of his? Alas! the gave her 
faith, and became the wztim of jeduction. 

Convinced too late of Enwarn’s perfidy, the difclofed to her 
father the dreadful fecret: He turned with horror from. his 
child ; and in proportion to the degree with which he before 
idolized her, his refentment was kindled againft her. Such are 
the tranfitions of affection founded on'caprice rather than, on 


principle. 

The ill-fated Matiipa leaves an important memento to Me _ 
judicious parents :—Let no child tafte even the innocent felici- 
ties of diffipation, till Ret1ciowN has fortified the heart, and 
rendered it invulnerable to every charm of*every ualicenfed 


pleafure, 
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( 177 ) 


THE PASSIONS, AND THEIR EFFECTS, 
Exemplified in a Variety of Incidents. 








(To be continued occafionally.) 
BY JOHN LUFFMAN. ‘ 





AFFECTATION. 


¢ the perfon of Gaudia, the fpoiled child had grown into 
the affected woman. Drefs, cards, dancing, and the fre- 
quenting public places of entertainment, had hitherto engroffed 
her whole attention ; and while fhe was thus indulging in thofe 
follies, her father, a merchant of fome confideration, left the 
world ; and on the winding-up of his affairs by his executors, 
his property was found to be infufficient to pay his creditors ; 
confequently Gaudia’s hopes of figuring away in life in a ftill ‘ 
greater degree than fhe had hitherto done, were at once blaited. 

Gaudia’s manner of bringing up, together with a fuperciliouf- 
nefs of behaviour which is but too often feen in young ladies of 
fortune, promifed her but very little favour from the judicious 
part of mankind ; and thofe perfons who were of her acquaint- 
ance were of that trifling fort who generally forget even the 
perfons of their much-loved, their dear and valuable friends, fo 
foon as adverfity renders them incapable of continuing their 
favours. 

Neglected, infulted, and in a manner forgotten, was the ftate 
of Gaudia, in lefs than fix months after the deceafe of her in- 
dulgent parent ; but affectation, which had been long nurtured 
by her with uncommon attention, and which had attained to its 
full growth in her bofom, did not leave her with her pretended 
friends ; but being now unaided by fortune, it ferved only to 
make Gaudia appear more ridiculous than when in connexion 
with the bandaged Goddefs. 

Gaudia was handfome ; but her vanity outftripped her beauty. 
She trufted that her perfon and manner were {till fufficient for 
the re-eftablifhment of her loft confequence ; and her expeéta- 
tions, even at this time, were fuch, that fhe looked for nothing 
fhort of an union with a Coronet. 

Our heroine was not without-fuitors ; indeed fhe had many, 
and amongft them feveral very refpeétable characters; fome of 
whom probably, notwithftanding her vanity, might have been 
induced, from her perfonal appearance, to have offered her their 
hands ; but her darling Affeétation introduced, her twin-fifter 

Coguetry, 
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178 3 AfeGation. 
Coquetry; and fhe very foon afier loft the regards of lovers, by 
affuming the blandifhments of a jilt. 

Gaudia now found her fituation to be fuch, that an entire 
change in her mode of life was become abfolutely neceflary, 
She affumed a plainnefs in drefs, a fteadinefs of temper, and, in 
fact, a line of conduct quite the reverfe of her former manner ; 
and fhe had the good fortune, from thofe externals of propriety, 
to captivate Applicatus,-a young tradefman, who, after an ac- 
quaintance of little more than a month, married her, promifing 
himfelf much happinets with a woman whofe mind he conceived 
to be enlightened. 

Gaudia had not been long a wife, before fhe began to-intro- 
duce her old companion Affectation to the view of her hufband g 
and before the completion of the firlt year of their conoubial 
ftate, that child of pride and folly pervaded the very foul of the 
wife of Applicatus. 

Applicatus, furprifed at fo great a change in Gaudia, ex- 
poftulated with her on the impropriety of her conduct, hoping 
thereby to prevail on her to difcard fo unneceflary an attendant 
on the wife of atradc{man ; but his endgavours were in vain; 
her attachment to her favourite was too great to be talked away, 
Her affectation now kept company with extravagance ; they 
directed all her family concerns ; and nothing would now ferve 
her but the richeft apparel for her wear, and the choiceft morfels 
for hewappetite ; leaving the confideration of {upplying the ex- 
pence to her hufband. 

Applicatus ftill endeavoured to prevail on Gaudia to difcard 
her favourite, but with the fame fuccefs as before. The family 
concerns were wholly unattended to by her; and from her ex- 
travagance and extreme indolence, from the mifmanagement of 
fervants, and from lofles in trade, Applicatus became a bankrupt 
in the third year of their marriage. He being 2 man truly in- 
duftrious and well-difpofed, the difgrace which he conceived his | 
inability to difcharge every debt in full lay him under, affected 
firft his mind and afterwards his body, and he ultimately fell a 
martyr to his own feelings and his wife’s affectation, 

Gaudia was now almoft hopelefs; friends fhe had none ; and 
thofe perfons who refpeéted her hufband, would hardly hear her 
name mentioned with temper, from a fuppofition (but too well 
founded) that fhe was the caufe both of his ruin and his death. 

Affe&tation was, however, ftill her own; that favourite folly 
foothed her under every affliction ; nor did it leave her even in 
ficknefs, until her clothes and every valuable was gone, and the 
parifh-officers, from motives of humanity, had conveyed her to 
the WorkHousE. 
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( 179 ) 
PLINDARMON. 


(Continued from page 110.) 


WOODMAN met him on his way, and trod back his 

parting fteps. He entered, all trembling with cold, and 
fhivering with apprehenfion, at the poftern. The icicles hung 
pendent from his hat, he fhook his ears, and the chilly flakes 
defcended from his hair; he blew his nails, he flapped his fides, 
his chopt lips fhook, and his teeth were heard to chatter. His 
faithful cur attended on his fide, and feemed to feel and fhare 
his mafter’s: mifery. He left the faggot on the well-known 
hearth, he filled his fcrip, he drained the horn, and with con- 
tent and innocence retired. 

The hall of feafts refounds with diftant hums, as if a fwarm- 
ing hive were urged tomotion. The table groans beneath its 
load of fimple roots and wholefome viands ; the bards attend 
with filver harps, and every object round announces joy; but 
= the tender-bofomed matron reclines her graceful head, as 

nds the bulrufh to the midnight breeze: fhe fighed in fecret, 
and in fecret hid her tears. What could not fuch fighs awaken ! 
what heart fuch forrows melt! The firft were fuppreffed like 
echoes on a bank; the laft, like fountains choaked with mofs. 
She knew not how to account for her fears, or how to conceal 
her future dread. ‘The ominous hand of mifery and defpair 
firuck forcibly againft her breaft ; fhe faw an ignis fatuus lead 
to death: the raven croaked, the fire burned blue, the windows 
rattled, and the kittens mewed. She read her fortune in the 
candle’s flame, and quietly refigned her thoughts to fate. 

(58) Receruse. 





PLINDARMON. 


_— generous Cadmer had fupplied Plindarmon’s abfence, 
what time the fcreech-owl flapped his wing againft the cafe- 
ment, denoting death, the untimely end of great Linlimmon. He 
was a youth, upon whofe filver fkin the down of manhood had 
but juft appeared ; his heart was ductile as the yielding wax, and 
Open to the tears of pity, as is the rofe-bud: that expands to 
catch the dews of fpring. As love was yet a ftranger to his 
breaft, he made foft friendfhip fill the void. He kindly watched 
Vendimia’s griefs, as faithful as the fpaniel that proteéts his 
mafter’s fleep, nor lets a buzzing fly difturb his flumbers. The 
voice of glory fwelled his breaft; his brother’s danger fired his 

thoughts ; 









































180 Plindarmon. 


thoughts ; he was anxious to engage, although not yet prepared 
for aétion: for diftant was his boffy fhield, his fhining {pear and 
plaited helm: the fair Gathwinda, his fifter in affection, his 
friend in forrow, and his pride in both, gave them a polith in 
his abfence, and fighed, fhe knew not why, whenever the eatin 
raft had foiled their luftre, and obliged her to rub off the yellow 
ftain. Old Connor fmiled upon her kind endeavours, and 
Marifmantha dropped a tear to fee the breaft-plate fhine. 

The venerable pair began to number the fleeting hours, and 
inly mourned the abfence of their fon; the tender virgin felt 4 
fifter’s pang, and heard her Cadmer’s voice in every breeze. 

The youth had left his brother’s threfhold, and, panting like 
the breathed hound, or mett!ed fteed, flew, like a zephyr, ovef 
the fhows of night; upborne by courage and by hope, he 
{carcely preffed their filver foftnefs, or heard the giving ice be- 
tray his feet; when, lo! a fad phenomenon, a dreadful omen 
in a winter’s night! a vivid flafh illumed the wafte, and played 
among the naked branches of the trees, that were thinly feat. 
tered to attract the rays ; a fudden peal of thunder crafhed, as if 
it would unhinge the {pheres; the clouds, like mountains, trailed 
on high, and fometimes hid, and fometimes broke before thé 
moon. The foul of Cadmér was affrighted ; he paufed, hé 
looked around ; he faw the lightning blaft an aged oak, and 
heard it fhiver its refifting ftrength; he faw the thunderbolt 
defcend amidit the afftighted herds and bleating flocks, and 
turned away his eyes from the predicted ruin. 

Now dark as pitch appeared the night; and now, front 
meeting clouds, the paley flakes burft forth, illuminating the 
welkin round. ‘The youth moved flowly on, and oft miftook 
his way, nor heeded in his path the treacherous light. 

He heard the yellings of the diftant curs, and eagerly im- 
bibed the found. Loud, and more loud, they gained upon the 
ear. He faw the taper tremble in the wicket—he gained the 
door—he raifed the Jatch—and flew into the arms of the fainting 
maid, the gentle, dove-eyed, chafte Gathwinda. Her lovely 
eyes fhone under their filken veils, and feemed to catch a ray 
of luftre from the beamy light, which entering through the 
crevice, illumed the walls, and trembled on the roof, and gilded 
over the rufh-ftrewn ground. 

Now loud and hollow roared the wind; fucceffive were the 
gleams of light, and deep the repercuflive peals. Down poured - 
at once the heavy-founding deluge; the eaves relenting inte 
drops, drilled channels through the yiclding ground ; and the 
long drifted fnows diffolved away, and helped to fwell the 
inundation. 
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Piindarmon. 18: 


inundation. ‘The fhepherd’s hovel was confumed by fire; and 
cold and naked was he driven forth to endure the ftormy night. 
He explored his fold, and counted, by the elemental blaze, his 
blafted herd and ruined flock. He gave himfelf up to defpera- 
tion, and plunged, at once, into the {welling ftream. 
(19) Recruss. 
(To be continued.) 





——— 


THE DELIGHTS OF BENEVOLENCE. 
BY A LADY. 
(Continued from page 105.) 
Tue Consent. 
- a few days after the return to R——, letters arrived, from 
London. 

The letters of the Countefs expreffed her entire approbation of, 
and confent to; the intended journey into Wales. Lady Ifabel- 
la’s letter was accompanied with a prefent to her fifter, the moft 
acceptable—feveral new publications. 

« I fend you, dear Frances, a collection of what the world calls 
good things; but you, I know, do not regard the opinion of the 
world; you confult your own judgment and feelings. In the 
colleétion, however, you will find poems by Silvefter Otway.— 
I mention them particularly, as the Countefs fpeaks highly of 
them. Indeed the Elegy on the death of Lady Matilda Birming- 
ham has coft our dear and beloved mother fo many tears, that 
I have often been tempted to be very angry with the poet.” 

«* Unhappy Lady Louth,” the frequently fays, <‘ how my heart 





" fympathizes with your fufferings, to lofe a daughter, and fuch 


adaughter as few mothers can boaft of !” Lady Bell informed 
her filter that the Countefs was at laft convinced of the vilenefs 
of Mrs. Barnard’s character, and was determined never to admit 
her any more to her houfe. 

Tue Excursion. 

It was the middle of April, when Lady Frances, Mrs. Temp- 
lar, and Mifs Percival, fet off from R——, on their excurfion 
into Wales. 

As they travelled by very fhort ftages, and would ftop a day 
or two where any thing agreeable or worthy of notice prefented 
itfelf, it was the beginning of May (the lovely and favourite 
miftrefs of the year) before they arrived at the houfe of Mrs. 


Lewes. 
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182 The Delights of Benevolence; 


Tue Receprrion. 


Nothing could be more flattering than their reception at this 
lovely meeting; every face wore joyous fmiles; every thing 
prepared with that plenteous, yet elegant fimplicity, which {poke 
at once the refined tafte, and generous hofpitality of the owner; 
but the refpeé was paid to the virtues, not only to the rank of 
men, but likewife to the vifitors. Mrs. Lewes had none of that 
abfurd pride which is derived from ancient anceftry only, and 
which too often extinguifhes the nobler pride of virtue, though 
fhe was in a country, and among people, whofe confequence 
and happinefs are concentered in a long roll of old parchment, 
with the names of all their forefathers (the gentleman of 
figleafed memory excepted) ; but as their ceremonious vifits were 
7 Mrs. Lewes kept very little company. 


Tue ParTeRRE. 


Nothing could equal the furprife of the ladies in the morm 
ing, when ufhered into the break faft-parlour. , Sach a parterre— 
Thomfon, it is thy parterre, which my feeble pen fhall not fully 
in the defcription. 

The refidence of Mrs. Lewes was indeed an earthly paradife, 
The houfe was built on a gentle eminence, fheltered at the back 
by a wood of lofty and venerable trees, behind which a moun- 
tain reared its imperious head, and bid defiance to the pernicious 
blaft of the north-eaft wind. About a quarter of a mile from 
the front of the houfe ran a river, and on the bank (as far as the 
domain of Mrs. Lewis extended), a double row of trees, inter 
fperfed with clumps of rofes, jeflamine, honey-fuckle, and every 
edorifereus plant, flower, ahd fhrab, that grace the different 
feafons ; on the oppofite fide was a bank of rocks, that in fome 
parts appeared as if heaped upon each other, and again projected 
with ragged pride, to catch filvery kiffes from the rivers waved 
fwelling bofom. This fpot Lady Frances called the palace of 
Echo; for that deceiver anfwered with a thoufand feeming 
tongues, even a moderate voice; and the founds were fo dil- 
tinct, and diftant from each other, that al! ftrangers were ftruck 
with the idea that feveral people were difperfed in the different 
cavities of the rock, for the purpofe of furprifing them. 


Tre Domain. 

The domain of Mrs. Lewes was a further proof of the tafte 
and economy of that lady ; though her fortune was made, yet 
every thing bore the appearance of plenty, cleanlinefs, and peace; 
and every thing neceflary for a family was produced upon it. 

After fome days, and that the vifitors were a little recovered 
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from their fatigues, Mifs Percival exprefled a with t> afcend 
the mountain, at the back of the wood, which they did with 
fome difficulty ; but their labour was amply recompenced by the 
charming profpect, that flafhed, as by enchantment, on the 
fight. Here nature reigned, and in uncontrolable luxury fhe 
reigned fupreme. While Lady Frances was adoring, in filent 
rapture, the great, the almighty fource of all, her pious atten- 
tions were arrefted by a fmall grove of trees that appeared as if 
regulated by art. ‘‘ I fuppofe,” faid the to Mrs, Lewes, “ fome 

rfon refides near that fpot.” <“* Yes, Lady Frances, a re- 
clufe.” “A reclufe!” faid Mifs Percival. «I think I can 
difcover in this extenfive land{cape before us a much pleafanter 
fituation than the one fhe has chofen.” ‘ That may be your 
opinion,” faid Mrs Lewes; “ but fhe chofe it for a reafon that 
determines at once the ftrength of her underftanding, and the 
deepnefs of her affliction. She chofe it becaufe the country peo- 
ple for many miles round believe it to be haunted; and I fup- 

fe fhe had confidered it as a certain fecurity againft interrup- 
tion. The event has proved the juftnefs of her ideas; for it 
would’be confidered as facrilege the moft heinous, to intrude a 
ftep towards her habitation beyond the limits fhe has prefcribed.”* 
“ How much I fhould like to fee her!” faid Mifs Percival. 
This was oppofed by all ;—that young lady’s mind was in too 
gloomy a ftate. ‘ Befides,” faid Mrs. Lewes, “ fhe endea- 
vours to avoid all converfation ; it would therefore be cruelty in 
the extreme to intrude upon her private forrows, for forrowful 
fhe certainly is. 

Tue Recret. 

From this time the benevolent heart of Lady Frances felt 
fenfations of the deepeftregret. ‘Oh how I lament,” faid fhe 
to herfelf, «« that I cannot, with the leaft attention to delicacy, 
offer the balm of fympathifing confolation to this fecluded ftran- 
ger. Was it the common benefits of nature poverty hgld from 
her, I would drive from her door that meagie daughter of ne- 
ceflity ; but to know a child of defpair exifts fo near me in mifery 
beyond my power to remove, is painful indeed. 


Tue Consul TATION. 

Lady Frances did not fail to confult with her amiable aunt, 
how or in what manner fhe fhould introduce herfelf (with any 
frit propriety) to the reclufe. After many refolutions adopted, 
and again rejected, fhe determined to rife early every morning du- 
ring her ftay in Wales, toenjoy the rural beauties, and take a fimple 
lad (a fervant of Mrs. Lewes) to attend her. When fhe came 
near the habitation of the reclufe, the always difmounted, and 
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walked alone for fome time feveral mornings. She purfued her 
plan without any appearance of fuccefs. 


Twe Speer. 

One morning when fhe was alone, fhe concluded to perfeverg 
no longer. Juft as fhe was going to mount her horfe, a fheep 
came bleating to her.—She ftopped—it fuffered her to carefs it— 
fhe fat down on the grafs—it laid down by her. ‘“ This is very 
ftrange,” faid Lady Frances, ‘* do you know who this theep 
belongs to?” * I dare fay, my Lady, (faid the trembling boy) 
it belongs to the Lady of the Cave.” ‘* You feem frightened ; 
what is the matter with you?” “* Oh! my Lady, it is a fpirit!” 
** A fpirit ! what do you mean? cannot you fee it is a fheep ?” 
“« Oh dear, indeed, my Lady, it is a fpirit ; and I dare fay it 
will come to you at night, for all it feems fo good-natured now— 
and if I was not afraid, I would tell all.” ‘« Well,” faid Lady 
Frances, “ [ can prevent it from hurting any body; fe you may 
tell me all you know.” “Well then, may it pleafe you, my 
Lady, that place is haunted, and the {pirits come in all manner 
of fhapes ; like crows, and owls, and pigeons, and all forts of 
birds and beafts.” He had begun to tell Lady Frances all the 
difmal tales related by his grandmother, and perhaps his great- 
a get that had no other foundation than the 

eath of a poor old woman that lived there about a hundred years 
before, and had been a reputed witch—when he was interrupted 
by the appearance of the Reclufe: fhe came up to her ftray 
fheep—*< Gagrateful animal,” faid fhe, “« wilt thou defert me? 
did I not fave thee from the favage batcher’s knife ? and have 
I not protected and cherifhed thee ever fince ? And have I not 
led thee to where {pring the fweeteft blades of green? and when 
winter’s frofty lips had nipped their verdure, haft thou not feafted 
upon the delicious turnip-root, preferved by the careful hand of 
thy friend? But why upbraid thee? perhaps thou haft found a 
benefattrefs that will fofter thee when thy affectionate compa- 
nion is again incorporated with her kindred clay.” She prefled 
with her hand his fleecy coat, and kiffed his neck—‘ Yes,” 
faid the, turning to Lady Frances, ‘‘ I fee thou art a daughter 
of benevolence—I fee it by thy expreffive eye, that fwims in the 

racious ftream of humanity.” Lady Frances was indeed much 
affected at the pathetic manner in which fhe had addreffed her 
fheep. 

Tue Invitation. 

‘Taking the hand of Lady Frances, ‘‘ Come with me to my 

eave (faid the) ; be not afraid, becaufe no human heing but 


myfelf has been within it for more than thirty years; thou fhalt 
not 
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yot meet with any thing to alarm thee.” The rejoiced Lady 
Frances gladly accepted the invitation, and offered her arm ta 
the Reclufe—the theep trotted by them. 

As foon as they were out of the fight of the fervant—** As 
no doubt thou haft heard of me,” faid the Reclufe, ‘* perhaps 
fufpicious fears may arife in thy bofom: we will fit down on this 
little hillock, and I will explain enough to remove thy “5 
henfions.”” <“ I have none,” replied Lady Frances. “1 de 
not imagine (continued the Reclufe) that thow art fo. weak as to 
believe the idle ftories retailed by the people of this country, 
who affirm, that this fpot is the rendeayaus of evil {pirits (ideas 
which exift on/y in their own perverted imagination) : but as the 


entrance into my grove may furprife thee, I think it neceflary 


to inform thee, it is the afylum‘of the feathered race—an afy~ 
lum where no fportfman, however hardy, dare to venture ; at 
leaft they have never attempted it fince I have lived there. You 
muft expe therefore to meet with confidence in my little 
warblers; they will not fly from thee as an enemy, but fly to 
thee as a friend capable of affording them protection.” << [ 
delate, upon my word of honour,” replied Lady Frances, “ that 
I have. not the fmalleft apprehenfion of danger while | am with 
- (To be continued.) 





THE LIFE AND AMUSEMENTS OB 
ISAAC BICKERSTAFFE, Junior, 
7 BOOK V. CHAP. XI. : 

(Continued from page 62.) 


The ratiinal Gentleman. 


fs W* had. not Jong been in London,” continued Mrs. 
C—, ‘* before we were vifited by Mr. C—, with 

whom my brother was on friendly terms. He had lately ac- 
uired confiderable property by the death of an uncle in the 

al of the Eaft-India Company, and who had not been 
heard of for many years previous to that event taking place. 


Mr. C—, in confequence of this acceffion of wealth, thought it 


needlefs to perfevere in the prudent fteps chalked out by the 
good old man, his father, and was determined to réfent the 
conduct of Mr, H—, whofe arrogance, on the one hand, and 
eal on the other, he could little brook. 
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tual, they returned home ; and the firft falutation they received, 
was from my fifter and Mr. C—, who, my father fufpected, 
were not ignorant of my abfence from Mr. Bicker‘taffe’s ; and 
Mr. H— intimated that I had been accompanied in my flight 
by Mr. C—. , 

*¢ Thefe infinuations,”? replied Mr. C—, ‘¢ do great credit 
to your fagacity: but, grant it were fo, am I, or is the young 
lady, to be accountable to you ?”—* Sir,” faid Mr. H—, 
* fuch conduét merits reprehenfion!”—‘‘ And, Sir,” anfwered 
Mr. C—, “ when you feel yourfelf inclined to reprehend me, I 
fhall be ready to return the obligation, when, where, and how 
you pleafe.”—— 

“« How!” exclaimed my fifter, “* would you, Mr. C—, you, 
deftined to the church—”——‘* Pardon me, Madam,”’ inter- 
rupted Mr. C—, * your cenfure is juft; nor would I forfeit 
your good opinion, to gratify any paflion which may agitate, 
my heart: but no man fhall reprehend me, who cannot firk 
prove me an aggreffor.”—My father defired the gentlemen 
to fpare their altercation, unlefs it would reftore his daughter.”* 

** Finding his company unwelcome to all, except my fifter, 
Mr. C— returned home, and the next morning wrote to Mr. 
H— in thefe terms: “ Sir, the fuperiority of your fortune aver 
«* mine, you feem to think a fufficient apology for the mode of 
** your behaviour towards my father and myielf. It would be 
“* unbecoming in me, either as a gentleman, or as a man, tq 
«* refent fuch conduét in the a/ual way. 1 am neither a duellift, 
«* nor an abettor of duels; but I hold it necefflary to inform 
** you, that any fimilar indulgence to your fuppoted fuperiority 
«* will meet with fuch retaliation as a gentleman, who confefles 
* he has no penchant for MURDER, Can with propriety beftow. 
«« Be pleafed to take tlis as a memento, that neither Mr. H—, 
«« nor any man living, is to ufe improper language to, . or 
** affume an improper demeanour, by way of reflexion, on 

“ CHarves C , 

«« A fervant had received his orders to wait on Mr. H— with 
this letter, and, on quitting the room, was met by the elder 
Mr. C—, who, finding the purport of his hafte, defired him to 
tay. This amiable father was lefs alarmed than furprifed at 
his fon’s writing to Mr. H—, though he well knew that his 
letter could be of no amicable nature. 

** He inftantly went to his fon: “‘ My dear Charles,”’ he faid, 
** I have the higheft opinion of your good fenfe, and of your 
regard to the ftricteft moral propriety : { doubt not but that the 


letter which I fee you have addrefled to Mr. H—, is dictated 
by 
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by thofe principles; yet permit me, my dear fon, to fhare your 
confidence on this occafion.” 

«« Mr. C— related all that had paffed, and acquainted his fa- 
ther with the purport of his letter, who gave his immediate per- 
miffion to have it forwarded. 

«* A converfation then took place; on the fubject of duelling, 
and on the conduct to be obferved under fuch circumftances, by 
men of fentiment, in whofe bofoms the fenfe of honour beats as 
high, though not in fuch tumultuous perturbations as hurry on 
the duellift profefied. But however perfectly I might relate this 
converfation to your ladyfhip and Mr. Bickerftaffe, it would 
probably afford no novelty.” 

Both of them earneftly entreated Mrs. C— not to deprive 
them of fo much intelleétual entertainment; and at the fame 
time requefted the favour of her own fentiments on a fubject fo 
often difcuffed, fo frequently reprobated;- and fo conttantly 
prattifed. 

To this part of the converfation I fhall therefore dedicate a 
feparate chapter; and here fhall be an end of the Eleventh 
Chapter of the Fifth Book of thefe excellent Amufements. 

(To be continued.) 


*,* The length of Mr. Beckford’s Tran/flation, obliges us to poftponts 
until our next, the Conclufion of the Cuitp or HuMILITY. 
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IMPARTIAL REVIEW 
Britih Literature, 


Travels into the interior Parts of Africa, by way of the Cape of 
Good Hope, in the Years 1780, 81, 82, 83, 84, and 85. 
Tranflated from the French of M. Vaillant. Iiluftrated with 
twelve elegant copper-plates. 2v0le S8vo. boards. G. G. 
J. and J. Robinfon. 

HESE Travels literally verify the old obfervation, that 
enthufiafm is the great fource of excellencies in all the 
exertions of the human mind. To acquire wifdom of any kind, 
we mutt feek for her, as for hidden treafures. It is the flothful 
whom we every where find ignorant, poor, and wretched: their 
natures are without that {pring by which others are impelled to 
activity and acquifition. But whoever is endowed with inqui- 
fitive powers, is, for the moft part, poffeffed at the fame time 

with the genius of enterprife; and this is the germ which in li- 

terature, in fcience, and in life, will always be produttive. 
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Our Traveller, in his Preface and Introduction; prepares dij 
minds with a feries of appofite remarks for the adventures he is 
about to relate, and the variety of furprifing {cenes he defcribes; 

“There is fomething very artlefs and interefting in the account 
he here gives of his own education, and the peculiar caft his fas 
culties feem to have affumed from the objects and ftudies witk 
which, from his infancy, he had feduloufly cultivated an ae. 
uaintance; and the detail, though perfonal, affords no unfatis< 
ry folution of the very extraordinary ardour with which he 
fets out in the profecution of a defign which had always been 
_ Bppermoft in his mind. 

In the courfe of thefe volumes, our author occafionally dif. 
plays abilities which fit him with fingular propriety for fuch an 
undertaking. Befides that fervent love of fcience which is the 
great animating principle of his conduét, he enters upon thé 
work with all the advantage which a liberal acquaintance with 
every fpecies of information hitherto derived from ttavelling; 
could give. The prefent ftate of natural liiftory, he mutt have 
previoufly ftudied- correétly,' as moft of his obfervations aré 
made, and all his materials colleéted, for elucidating and im- 
proving this important department of philofophy; and thofé 
who are competent judges, and who, like him, have read what- 
ever has been publifhed on the fubjeét, will be highly pleafed 


with the light which attends his refearch, and the ufeful and va- 


rious intelligence which he lofes no occafion of communica 


ting. 
Like all travellers, however, he dilates with obvious complacency 
the fcenes and details in which himfelf bears the moft con{picuous 
part. It muft be acknowledged at the fame time, that his ego 
tifms are not difagreeable. Wherever he is the hero of thé 
adventure, we cannot help being interefted in his fate; and it is 
with no fmall degree of admiration we regard the dangers to 
which he is expofed in the purfuit of his ftudies. We cannot 
help venerating a principle which, for the truth of fcience, for 
the love of nature; and for general utility, puts every thing 
perfonal to hazard. How eafy is it for authors in the metro- 
polis of an opulent nation, who have all forts of materials at 
their command, and every library open for their infpeétion, 
while careffed by their friends, pampered, fed, and animated 
by the wit, the wine, and the flattery of their bookfellers, to 
“eee at their leifure their refpective labours: and well does it . 
come this literary fquad, to appreciate productions matured 
and brought forward amidft fo many perils, and at the expence 
of fo much corporeal exertion and fatigue. Alas! what woulda 


whole pack of Reviewers have availed in hunting the panther, the 
elephant, 
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elephant, and even the bald buxzard; and furely an author who 
had the good fortune to efcape in encountering the latter, can 
have little to fear from the former. 

The very mode of communicating any very important un- 
dertaking, indicates, in fome degree, the manner in which it is 
likely to be executed; and Mr. Le Vaillant adopts fuch mea- 
fures, and prefents it with fuch an apparatus, as creates pecu- 
liar refpe€t both for the enterprife in whigh he is engaged, and 
his abilities for carrying it into complete effect. We give this 
to the reader as a fort of pledge, that his higheft expectations 
can form of our traveller’s acquifition, are not likely to be dif- 
appointed. 

*< I diftributed the employment of my time; and the ufual 
order of my occupation was as follows: During the night, when 
we did not travel, I flept in my tent, or in my waggon: at the 
break of day, awakened by my cock, I immediately got every 
thing ready for making my coffee, whilft my people were em- 
ployed in cleaning and taking care of my animals. On the 
firt appearance of the fun’s rays, I took my fufil ; and fetting 
out, with my ape, we made a diligent fearch every where around 
till the hour of ten. When I returned to my tent, I found it 
always clean, and well fwept. It was under the particular care 
of an old African, named S:waacpod, who being no longer ca- 
pable of following us, in our excurfions on foot, remained to 
guard the camp, in which he preferved good order. The fur- 
niture of my tent was not cumberfome : one or two chairs, a 
table which I employed only for diffe€ting animals, and fome 
utenfils neceflary for preferving them, formed all its ornaments, 
I then laboured from ten o’clock till noon; and during that in- 
terval, I clafled, in my drawers, the infeéts which I had caught, 
The ceremony of dinner was equally fimplie; I placed upon my 
knee a piece of board, covered with a cloth, upon which one 
dith only of roaft or boiled meat was ferved up. After this fru- 
gal repait, which did not detain me long, I returned to my la- 
bour, if I had any work to finifh, and then I fet out to hunt 
till fun-fet. On my return, I lighted a candle, and pafled a 
few hours in committing to my journal, my obfervations, acqui- 
fitions, and, in fhort, all the events of the day. During this 
time, my Hottentots collected my oxen around my waggons 
and tent: the goats, after they were milked, layed down here 
and there indifcrimately among the dogs. When bufinefs was 
finifhed, and a large fire kindled as ufual, we placed ourfelves 
in a circle round it; I drank my tea; and while my people were 
cordially fmoking their pipes, they told tales, the natural hu- 
mour of which often made me fhake my fides with we 
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I took great pleafure in encouraging them ; and, in proportion 
as I fhowed more franknefs, good-nature, and attention, they 
were lefs timid before me. Often, indeed, when in better hu- 
mour, or more favourably difpofed, by the light of a charming 
evening, after the fatigues of the day, I felt myfelf hurried 
away by an involuntary charm, and I gently yielded to the il, 
Jufion: I then faw them contending who fhould fhow moft wit 
to pleafe me; and the beft ftory-teller could judge by the pro. 
found filence. 1 know not what powerful attraction carries me 
back to thefe peaceful fcenes: I ftill behold myfelf in the middle 
of my camp, furrounded by my people and animals; a plant, a 
flower, a fragment of rock, fcattered here and there: nothing 
efcapes my memory ; and this fpectacle, always affecting, every 
where amufes and follows me. 

«‘ Our converfations were fometimes prolonged till very late at 
night; and I muft candidly confefs that lively fallies, which 
greatly delighted me, often efcaped from thefe clownifh people, 
who had never been polifhed by education. [| afked them many 
queftions; above all, refpeéting Kolbex, and different authors, 
and concerning their religion, their laws, and their cuftoms ; but 
they openly laughed in my face: fometimes, taking the matter 
in a ferious light, I faw them fall into a paffion, fhrug up their 
fhoulders, and give vent to their imprecations, I remember 
that, endeavouring to vilify their faculties and intelligence, in 
order to nettle them, I compared them to thofe people who, in 
the capital of a great nation, like Paris, procure, without labour, 
a genteel fubfiftence, to a prodigious number of vagabonds ho- 
noured with the appellation of fharpers; 1 reprefented to them, 
under a thoufand different forms, the ingenious refources of thefe 
camelions, and greatly extolled their merits: but with what fa- 
tisfaction did 1 obferve them unanimoufly prefer the fimplicity 
of their rural and peaceful life, and confider thefe refources as 
loofe und fordid means for a nation who boatft of their fuperio- 
rity over the people of nature !|—Worthy mortals! who have 
been pairited to us as devouring your fellow-creatures, and whom 
a child however might manage! Peaceful Hottentots, treat with 
contempt thofe people who reduce you to a ftate of flavery, and 
diftinguifh you from brutes only by the cryelties which they 
withhold from them, in order to beftow them upon you,” 

It were endlefs to quote the paflages that mutt pleafe and in- 
tereft every reader of fenfibility and tafte. ‘The author indulges. 
and folaces himfelf in the midft of his caravan, and with his 
domeftic animals, like a father furrounded by his children. His 
favorite bitch, a cock which ferves him for a watch or time-piect 
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$a the bofom of the defert, and his afe, that is his, conftant 
play-mate, are all defcribed by this humane traveller in terms 
of peculiar endcarment. We believe few readers would expect 
to find fo much care and attention from an Hottentot favage, 
as his defcription of the manner in which a mother nuffes her 
child, fhows them capable of practifing. 

«The reader however,” fays he, ‘* muft not infer from 
what I have faid, that the Hottentot women pay fo much 
attention to drefs, as to neglect thofe daily and ufeful occu- 
pations to which nature and their ufages call them. I never 
heard them {peak of jt but on certain feftivals, which happen 
very rarely. Separated from Europe by an immenfity of fea, 
and from the Dutch colony by defer:mountains and impaffable 
rocks, too much communication with thefe people have not yet 
led them to the excefies of our depravation ; on the contrary, 
when they have the happinefs of being mothers, nature ad- 
drefles themin a different language. They affume, more than 
in any other country, a fpirit fuitable to their ftate, and readily 
give themfelves up to thofe cares which the imperioufly requires 
from them. As foon as a child is born, it never quits the back 
of its mother: fhe there fixes her dear burden by means of an 
apron, which keeps it clofe to her body ; and another, tied with 
thongs under the infant’s thighs, fupports it and prevents it 
from gliding down. This fecond apron, formed, like the firft, 
of the fkin of fome wild animal, is generally ornamented with 
beads; and this is all that compofes the furniture of the new- 
born child. Whether the mother goes to work, or to the ball, 
and even though fhe dance, fhe never quits her child: the lat- 
ter, of which nothing is feen but the head, never cries or {qualls, 
except when it has occafion to fuck: the mother then turns it, 
and draws it on one fide; nor is it neceflary for her to untie it, 
except when fhe is advanced in years, or has had feveral chil- 
dren. Without difplacing the one the carries, fhe conveys her 
breaft to it under her arm, or throws it over her fhoulder: the 
child, fatisfied, then ceafes to cry, and the nurfe continues her 
dancing.” 

Much praife is due to our author for the amiable and fafci- 
nating account he gives of the favage life, among all the va+ 
rious hordes of Africans with whom he occafionally affociated. 
He vindicates Nature from all the afperfions former travellers 
have thrown upon her care of thefe harmlefs, happy creatures, 
the Caffres, whom we have been taught to confider as canni- 
bals, or man-eaters; and every reader who withes to be rightly 
informed in thefe particulars, will meet with ample fatisfaction, 
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by confalting thefe volumes. Nor cas we difmifs this ufeful and 
interefting work, without ftating how much the public and the 
general intereft of {cience is obliged to the publifhers for their 
attention to foreign literature, and the immenfe expence they 
habitually rifk in accommodating their countrymen with the 
earlieft tranflation of whatever, among the labours of our 
neighbours, is moft rare and valuable. 


An Eftimate of the Religion of the Fafbionable World. By one of 
the Laity.. 1zmo. 3s, Cadell. 
__ The general defign of thefe pages is to offer fome curfory re- 
marks on the prefent ftate of religion among a great part of the 
olite and fafhionable; not only among that deicription of per- 
fons who, whether from difbelief, or whatever other caufe, 
avowedly negleét the. duties of Chriftianity; but among that 
more decent clafs alfo, who, while they acknowledge their be- 
lief of .its truth by a public profeffion, and are not inattentive 
to any of its forms, yet exhibit little of its {pirit in their general 
temper and conduét.”—Such is the author’s defign, which is 
happily executed, and fhews to what a ftate religion is reduced 
among thofe who ought to fet a Chriftian example in a Chrif- 
tian country. ‘This work exhibits a plain, a rational, and an 
elegant picture of modern Chriftianity, that is, of Chriftianity 
deprived of its diltinguifhing principles, and reduced to a mere 
moral fyftem. Our readers will recollect with pleafure the in- 
terefting and well-timed “* Thoughts on the Manners of the Great.” 
When we fay, what we really tuppofe, that the prefent work 
comes from the fame pen; or, if not, that it be regarded as a 
moft able and judicious fupplement to that excellent little book 
we fhall have hia more in its commendation than could be ex- 
prefied by the moft dire& eulogium. 


Experimental Effays on Divine Subje&s, in verfe and prof, and 
Hymns for Social Worfbip. By John Swain, author of Redemp- 
tion, a potm. ws 6d. Mathews. 

This petty publication breathes a fpirit of fincere devotion; 
and here and there, we meet with fome very pretty verfes. 
‘The author wants not either genius nor piety ; but the one is 
without tafte, and the other without fobriety. And we are forry 
to fee religion, in the digeftion and exercife of which there is 
fo much need of delicacy and correct thinking, become the vi- 
fionary plaything of a fervid imagination. We with the author 
to realife the fynopfis he has publithed of his poem on the Re- 


deniption, and there he may give full {cope to all his powers of 
fancy. 
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fancy. He ought not to wafte his time with inferior purfuits, 
till this be either finifhed, or wholly abandoned. And if he con- 
tinues to verfify, and never writes a fentence of profe, we are of 
opinion he may foon arrive at no mean diftin@tion in the art of 
modern verfe-making. 

The Hiftory of Eliza Warwick. 2 vols. 8s. 12mo. Walker. 


This is a very tragical but beautiful novel. The intereft, 
which is every where great and affecting is, well fupported 
throughout. ‘The lovers, by the caprice and ambition of the 
young Lord’s mother, a lady capable of facrificing every thing 
to the etiquette of rank, and from the difparity of their for- 
tune, are cruelly interdicted. The young lady, Elizabeth War- 
wick, is hurried from him, and fecreted in a convent. The are 
dor and permanency of his paflion, however, ultimately triumph 
over every difficulty. He difcovers the retreat of his lover, 
and, in company with a phyfical friend, flies to her arms. But 
a deep confumption has reduced her to the lait ftage of life, 
and he but juft arrives in time to fee her expire.. ‘Ihis event 
overwhelms him with defpair, and he dies in diftraCtion, 

Such is the piéture of horror exhibited in thefe volumes. It 
is a. melancholy piece, crowded with figures deeply coloured ; 
but the tints are from nature, and the defign betrays the vi- 
gour of a fine genius. ‘The fentiment, the language, and the 
incidents, are all creditable to the writer; but fhe merits moft 
praife, for the ufeful and {triking moral to which every part of 
the work has a palpable reference. She very laudably combats 
one paflion with another, and endeavours, by an excefs of ten- 
dernefs, to reprefs the cruel rigours of ambition.’ Happy for 
the world, in more fenfes than one, had the harfh and ftubborn 
features of our nature always thus yielded to the amiable dif- 
cipline of humanity ! 

Sketch of the Character of bis Royal Highne/s the Prince of Den- 
mark; to which is added, a foort Review of the prejent State 
of Literature and the Polite Arts in that Country, interfperfed 
with Anecdotes. By a Gentleman long refident in Copenhagen, ta 
his Friend in London. 33. 6d. Ridgway. 


Thefe well-written letters are replete with novelty, inftruc- 
tion, and amufement. The writer has evidently poffeffed the 
belt information; and his anecdotes, his defcriptions, and his 
details,. are for the moft part interefting and important. Of the 
Heir apparent he {peaks in terms of high admiration; and hap- 


pily for this celebrated Prince, and the country he is deftined to 
govern, 
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ed by the according voice of Europe. Whoever would fee 
1¢ heroic virtues giving intereft and luftre to the higheft rank 

fociety, and contemplate the amiable condefcenfions of roy- 
alty, in the dignified familiarities of this Prince with thofe who 
are one day to be his fubjeéts, will reap peculiar fatisfaction fromi 
the portraiture exhibited in thefe letters. ‘They likewife deli- 
neate the manners of the people, and give ys fome account of 
tie cuftoms moft frequent and fafhionable, both in the Court 
and metropolis of Denmark. And we cannot help acknows 
ledging the pleafure we have received from the author’s ideas 
and ftatement of Danifh literature, and particularly the im- 
provements lately made, and ftill making, in the belles-lettres 
and the fine arts. This production is beautifully printed ; a cirs 
cumftance which, in an age lefs faftidious than the prefent, might 
recommend a very inferior performance. 


Memoirs of Julia de M*****, a reclaimed Courtezan. From the 
French of Le Chevalier Rutledge. 2 vol. 1zmo. Bentley. 


overn, thé charaéter given of him by our author, is faries 


£ 
r 
lt 


From a perufal of thefe volumes we have not the {malleft rea. 
fon to imagine that in the tranflation a tittle has been loft of thé 
fpirit of its original. In the memoirs of an impure, we meet 
with no impurity. The reflections of Julia on the imprudencé 
of thofe parents who, regardlefs of the culture of the infant 
mind, attempt not to pluck away the poifonous weeds that furs 
round it, are ftrong and fenfible ; and, although the heroine has 
pourtrayed her own character, the appears to have executed the 
taik with a rigid hand, guided by a heart of penitence. The 
character of ‘Therefa Maupin is pleafingly delineated—full of 
tendernefs, ingenuous, and unfufpecting, fhe falls a prey tothe 
machinations of perfidy. The ill-fated girl becomes the darling 
of the reader, as fhe relates with all the intcrefting fimplicity of 
innocence, the hiftory of her fafferings, to the perfon who has been 
their firftcaufe. The infamous Champville, by whofe vile infinuae 
tions Julia has been led on to fhame, ruin, and difgrace, when 
deferted by her parents fhe was left expofed to all the ftorms 
which beat around the paffions, prefents a ftriking perfonifica- 
tion of the poet’s line, « An artful woman labouring for her pur- 
pofe.” Without a fentiment owned by virtue, with every feeling 
nurfed by vice, fhe hurries on to the deftrudtion of others, unitl 
fhe becomes involved in thofe plans which only facilitate her 
own, 

it has been obferved that * a {park of virtue lies hid in every 
breait ?” Juua feems to exult; with a too confcious dignity the 
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feems to plume herfelf on the reftoration of that purity which 
onght never to have left her bofom; for certainly the gem of 
chattity once fullied, how vain the attempt to reftore its original 
luftre! Her brother (the Baron), fwellirg with all the con- 
temptible pride of birth, thoug’: himfelf a libertine, yet, like 
moft other libertines, jealous above their betters, where kindred 
crimes ftrike at the honour of their connexions, or families—is 
another perfonage very properly introduced.—But what fhall we 
fay of the generous Simpfon, who does good in fecret, and de- 
lights only in the filent plaudits of his own heart? By the beft of 
management, that of nature and probability, he is made the 
means of happinefs to the deferving, and of punifhment to the 
unworthy ; and the whole concludes in his reftoring an amiable 
wife to the arms of a repenting hufband, and in leading back 
to proper fentiments the heart which was on the dreadful point 
of giving them up for ever. 


The Hiftory and Antiquities of Tewkefoury, from the earlieft Perieds 
to the prefent Time. Collected from ancient Records, and other 
authentic Materials. To which. is added fome Account of the 

ledicinal W ater near Tewkefoury. 1 vol. 8vo. 3s. Wilkie. 
We advife all thofe who travel for information, and take 

Tewfkefbury in their way, by no means to omit fending to 

their bookfellers for this amufing companion, which will guide 

their enquiries, and enliven their recollection. 


Obfervations on the Utility of Patents, and on the Sentiments of 
Lord Kenyon refpeting that Subje@. Including free Remarks on 
Mr. Beetham’s Patent Wafbing Mills. 8vo. 1s. Ridgway. 

It has long been matter of difpure, whether the granting of 
Patents is generally beneficial or prejudicial to fociety ; and the 
Gentlemen of the Bar have been frequently divided on this 
fubject. ‘The opinion of the prefent Chief Juftice of the King’s 
Bench is inimical to this mode of rewarding ingenuity. ‘The 
writer of the pamphlet before us has gone into the argument 
briefly and pertinently ; and fhews clearly, as we think, the 
propriety of granting patents, and the impojibility of apportion- 
ing a proper recompence by any other means. To elucidate 
fome of his arguments, the writer mentions the patent wafhing- 
mills of Mr. Beetham, on the merits of which he defcants with 
much ingenuoufnefs, and fhews, that in this new invention is 
completely accomplifhed what has been fo often attempted, an 
inftrument which, with wonderful rapidity, cleanfes articles, 
however fine or coarfe, more effectually, more equally, and 
with more fafety, than can be done in the ufual way; an in- 

vention 
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vention of prodigious importance to the community, and which 
will doubtlefs effe&t the abolition of a flavery to which the other 
fex have heen too long expofed. The writer has treated his 
fubjeét with more elegance of ftyle than we could have thought 
it capable of admitting; and on the whole, he not only convinces 
the judgment by his argument, but amufes the fancy by his 
manner. 


Memoirs of Maria, a Perfian Slave. 2 vol. 12mo. 5s. fewed, 
Robin{fon. 

The ftory of Maria is well imagined, and pleafingly told, 
Some of the incidents feem to partake more of reality than of 
fiction; and if the writer had placed on the title-page, ‘« founded 
on faéts,”? we fhould have been inclined to believe, where in 
many inftances we muft acknowledge we have wanted faith. 


The Loufiad, an Hervi-Comic Poem. Canto IlI. By Peter Pindar, 
Efq. 4to. Evans. 

In this his third Canto, Peter faints not, but ftill purfues his 
tortured reptile with the goad of irony, the point of which 
preferves its wounding power in as fharp a degree as ever. 
Peter, Peter, is this fair ?—but thy pleafantry pleads thy par- 
don.—Amidft the mazes of thy uxcourtly brain, we mutt con- 
fefs we have here and there met with offerings to the fhrine of 
Senfibility, that are richly worth her acceptance. 

The confternation raifed among the Cooks .of the Royal 
Kitchen, at the idea of having the honours of each head ex- 
changed for “‘ that greafy thing, a wig,” is whimfically imagined, 
and js productive, among many more on the wagrareful fubject, 
of the following beautiful lines. The writer alludes to their 
expectation of 

ween § the fatal morn, 
When, fheep-like, every head was to be fhorn.” 
** Not with lefs glee an old and hopelefs maid 
Surveys the fun afcending from the fhade ; 
A fun, that gives a younger fifter’s charms 
So hated, to a bridegroom’s happy arms : 
Not with lefs joy, that raging chafte old maid 
Sees the frail Fair-ones in the Cyprian trade 
Efcape the whip and gaol, and hemp beiide, 
By means of gentle Mister Justice Hype. 
Sweet wrecks of beauty! though, with afpic eye, 
And glance difdainful, Pr upsry pafs them by, wish 
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With mincing ftep, and fquinting cautious dread; 

As though their looks alone contagion fhed.— 

I view each pallid wketTcx with grief fincere, 

And call on Piry for her tend’reft tear ; 

See, on their cheeks, the blufh of Virtwte burn; 
Hear from their fouls, the figh of Ruin mourn ; 
View, veil’d in Hor rork’s glooni, their fwimming eyes, 
Beaming with hopelefs wifhes to the fkies, 

Like the pale Moon’s dint folitary form, 

Wrapp’d in the darknefs of the midnight ftorm. 

Too oft, by TreEAcn’ry’s winning {mile betray’d, 
Too fondly trufting, falls the fimple maid ! 

‘Too many a TH—.L—z walks the world of woe, 

To foul of Innocence the facred fnow ! 

To love, yét nurfe the thought of villain art; 

How hard a leffon for the partial heart ! 

Too hard a leffon for the female foul, 
Where Love no part’ner owns, and {corns controal.” 


A Letter from a Black/mith to the Minifters and Elders of the Church 
of Scotland; in which the Manner of Public Worfo:p is conjidered, 
tts Inconveniences and Defects pointed out, and ilerhods for re- 
moving them-humbly propofed: A new edition, prefaced by a 
brief Account of Jome late Publications on the leading Points at 
iffce between Proteftant Diffenters and the Churth of England. 
By the Editor. 28. 8vo: fewed. Rivington. 

The Preface to this publication endeavours to apply the Black- 
fhith’s reafoning to the difpute between the Diffenters and our 
eftablifhment. With this view the Editor prefents his readers 
with fome defultory cominients on feveral publications occafioned 
by this controverfy. Thefe are—Hiforical Memoirs of Religious 
Dyfeufton ; Mr. Paine’s celebrated Work in anfwer to Mr. 
Burke ; arid Gilbert Wakefield’s Addrefs to the prefent Bifhop 
of St. David’s. But in thefe ftri€tures the Editor is careful 
td diftinguifh between the orthodox and moderate Diffenters, 
and fuch as have lately made themfelvés notorious by their fac- 
tion and licentiowfnefs. And it is chiefly to meét the paradoxical 
réafoning and pernicious principles of thefe laft, that the honeft 
Black{mith is once more brought into notice. 

But without examining the Preface, or giving any opinion of 
the argument.which it would obliquely difcufs, we are free to 
declare, that a better written pamphlet than the Black/mith’s 
Letter, we never did read. And; independent of the occafion 
to which the Editor refers, and the motives he avows for giving 
the world a new edition of this moft maiterly pesformance, its 
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own intrinfic merit, to every competent judge of able reafoning 
and juft compofition, will- be deemed a fufficient apology. For 
our own part, we have not for a long time indeed perofed a pam. 
phlet in which there is a richer difplay of genius, a {weeter. flow 
of eloquence, more wit, better logic, finer fatire, or fairer con- 
clufions. And the reader, be his principles what they may, Con- 
formift or Nonconformift, High Church or Low, Orthodox or 
Heterodox, Religious or Irreligious, who does not coalefce with 
us in opinion, or who.can perufe fuch. a. beautiful combination 
of the ferious and comic, without entertainment, muft, in a,me« 
lancholy meafure, be incapable of the pleafures of tafte. 





Mriginal Cranflation. 


The SPEECH intended to be fpoken by M. MIRABEAU the Elder, 
upon the Equality of Succeffion.in the Dired Line of Inheritance, 
but delivered by Ms TAILLERAND, /ate Bisuor of Autun, 
in the National Affembly, on the 5th of April 1791. 


‘Tranflated from the French, by Wittiam Becxrorp, Efq. 


ig is only by degrees that a reformation can be made in the 
vicious government of a country: whether it. be. that the 
legiflator is alarmed left he fhould overturn. at once the founda. 
tion of the errors which his, genius may have difcovered ; or 
whether it be that he only perceives them in fucceffion, and 
that it is neceflary that he fhall have done much, before he 
fhall be juftly afcertained_of what there is more todo. You 
began by the deftruction of feudal tenures; you now. purfue 
them in their effects. You now begin to comprehend in your 
reform thofe laws of injuitice which the cuftoms of our coun- 
try have introduced into ovr fucceflions; but, Sir, not only 
the laws, but our fentiments and manners, are polluted by 
the vices of feudality. You ought therefore to extend your 
refearches to the voluntary difpofitions that are the effects of 
fiich a fyftem. You ought to judge if thefe inftitutions of privi- 
leged inheritance, of preciput*, of majority or elderfhip, of 
fubftitution, of fidei-commis or forfeiture, ought to be permitted 
to thofe laws which are to regulate our future fucceilions. 
The Committees of Conftitution and of Alienation prefent to 
yout confideration an, object that embraces every thing that. 
: refers 
* Preciput.——This word has different fgnifications ¢ it alludes toa prefeat 
which people newly married make to one another, and which is to be en- 
joyed by the furvivor; it implies likewife a woman’s jointure : it applies, 
jeemingly, in thiscafe, to a portion of an eftate which falls to one of the 
so-heirs, over and above his equalthare with the reft. 
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refers to relative property, to participation, and the riglits of 


inheritance. 

The details of that law, fo highly interefting, will foon fuc- 
ceflively employ your attention; but they depend upon a 
queftion which it is neceffary for you to inveftigate, and upon 
a principle which it is incumbent upon you to recognize. You 
ought to examine with caution, as far as relates to the heads of 
families, whatever concerns the right of teftamentary difpofition, 
as well as analyfe the foundation and the limits upon which thole 
rights are conftruéted. You will afterwards be contented to 
explore the fource of abufes ; and will then find it neceflary to 
annihilate them altogether, by the beneficence of that law which 
is now propofed. 

Behold then the fundamental queftion which prefents itfelf 
to your confideration :—Ought the law to admit amongft us 
the free difpofition of effeéts in the direét line of inheritance ? 
that is to fay, ought fathers or mothers, ought grandfathers or 
grandmothers, to have the difpofition, as they may think proper, 
of their eftates or fortune, by contract or by will, and thus 
eftablifh an inequality in the poffeilion of domeftic property ? 
This is a point which I mean to argue, 

Teftamentary forms and rales have hitherto varied, and ftilf 
infinitely vary among the different nations of the world, and 
Aometimes even among the fame people ; but, with few excep- 
tions, the facility of willing has been, at all times, granted to 
every citizen who poffeffed any tranfmiffible inheritance, and 
who was not, from particular circumftances, rendered incapa+ 
ble to ufe it. 

Thofe who have inveftigated this fubje€t have fuffered them- 
felves to be miftaken in what regards the foundation and charac- 
ter of a cultom fo univerfally adopted. What operates by ge- 
neral confent may be confidered, with juftice, as a principle 
deduced from nature; the grofler errors having efeaped the 
philofophy of lawyers. 

If the rights then which the citizens enjoy, to difpofe of thofe 
properties for a time when fhey fhall be no more, may be con+ 
fidered as a primitive law of man, as a prerogative which be- 
longs to the immutable decrees Of nature, there is not in being 
aly pofitive one that can déprive theth of it. Society is not 
eftablifhed to annihilate our natufal inftitntés, but to direét and to 
fecure their ufe and exercife. This queftion upon the power of 
difpofing, in an afbitrary manher, of our effects by will, fhould 
not be fingle ; it fhould not be fingle, more efpecially in a con- 
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ftitution like ours, the firft character of which is a refpect fog 
the rights of men. 

Let us fee what reafon diétates upon’ this head ; let us fee 
whether property exift by the law of nature, or whether it be 
confined by the benevolence of fociety. It will be neceffary to 
obferve in this laft cafe, whether the right to difpofe of that 
property by will, be a natural confequence refulting from it. 

If we confider man in his original ftate, and without a fo. 
ciety regulated by his equals, it appears that he cannot have an 
exclufive right to any objeé in nature ; for that which belongs 
to all, cannot be the property of an individual, There is no 

ortion of the foil, no {pontaneous produétion of the earth, that 

e has been able to appropriate to himfelf by the exclufive 
privilege of the rights of others. It is only the claim that he has 
upon his own individuality, it is only upon the labour of his 
hands, upon the cottage which he has conftructed, upon the 
animal which he has overpowered, upon the land which he has 
cultivated, or rather upon the culture itfelf, and its production, 
that, according to the fyftem of nature, he can have any pri- 
vilege ; from the moment that he fhall have gathered the fruits 
of his toil, the funds upon which he has difplayed his induftry, 
feturn to the general domain, and become the common property 
of all. 

It is from hence that we deduce the firft principles of things, 
It is the participation of lands made and confented to by men, 
brought together, as it were, that can be regarded as the origin 
of property; and this participation fuppofes, as we may obferve, 
an incipient fociety, a firft convention, and a real covenant. Thus 
have the ancients confidered Ceres as the firft autocratrix of 
mankind; and hence, Sir, is it, that the matter which we now 
treat upon, is intimately connetted with the political laws, fince 
it adheres to the participation of territorial goods, to the tranf- 
miflion of thofe goods, and of confequence to the grand quef- 
tion of all property, of which it/is the fource. 

’ We may therefore regard the right of property, fuch at leaf 
as is exergifed by us, as a focial creation. The laws not 
only prote&, not only maintain it, but, in fome fort, they 
make it originate, they make it determinate; they give it the 
rank and extent that it occupies in the rights of the citizen, 
But if the laws fhall recognife the rights of property, and guarantee 
to the proprietor the confervation of what he poffefles ; does it 
follow that the proprietors may, with indubitable right, difpofe, 
in an arbitrary manner, of their effects, when sey thall be. no 
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It appears to me, that there is not lefs difference between the 
right, which every man has, to difpofe, according to his inclinas 
tion, of whatever he poffeffes during his life, and his difpofition 
of it after his death, than there is even between life and death 
itfelf. ‘That abyfs, opened by nature under the foot of man, 
ingulfs at the fame time his privileges with him; inafmuch as, 
in this refpect, to die, or never to have lived, appear to be one 
and the fame thing. When death defcends and ftrikes us to the 
tomb, how can thofe concerns which are attached to our exiftence 
then poffibly furvive us? To fuppofe it only, is an illufion ; it 
is to tranfmit to non-entity, the attributes of God. 

I know that men have always profefled a holy retpect for the 
will of the dead: policy, morality, and religion, have all con- 
fpired to fanétify thefe fentiments. ‘There are cafes, without 
doubt, in which the withes of the dying ought to be pofitive 
laws to thofe who furvive; but thofe very wifhes have their own 
laws, and their natural limits afcertained; and I think, in re- 
fpect to the queftion that is now before us, that the rights of men, 
in point of property, cannot extend themfelves beyond the term 
of their exiftence. 

Property, having for its foundation the focial ftate, is fubjeé, 
like other advantages of which fociety is the arbitrator, to laws 
and conditions ; thus we obferve, on all fides, that the right of 
property is fubject to certain regulations, and confined, accord~ 
ing to particular fituations, within limits more or lefs reftricted. 
Hence it was, among the Hebrews, that acquifitions and aliena- 
tions of land, only toak place for a ftipulated time; and that 
the jubilee, at the end of fifty years, beheld the different in- 
heritances return into the families of their ancient poffeffors. It 
is thus that, in fpite of the liberty that is left to every citizen to 
difpofe of his fortune, the laws reftrain prodigality by. inter- 
diction. It would be eafy to adduce twenty other examples. 

Society has then a right to refufe to its members, in particular 
cafes, the power to difpofe, in an arbitrary manner, of their 
pofleflions. The fame power that eftablifhes teftamentary regu- 
Jations, and that annuls teftaments when thefe regulations thall 
be violated, may likewife interdiét, under circumftances, the 
wills themfelves, or confine within narrow limits the difpofitions 
of them ; it can determine by its own fovereign authority, a 
conftant and regular order, not only in fucceflions, but in par- 
ticipations alfo. 

It only therefore remains to know whether, as the legiflator 
¢an, he ought to do it; whether he ought to refufe to a ~— 
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who-has children, the right of making partialheirs: The Ros 
man laws, we well know; accorded this privilege, and it is cer 
tainly a grand argument in favour of many civilians. I amin 
doubt, Sir, whether we ought to acknowledge our gratitude 
to thofe inftitutions, or whether we ought not to inveigh againt 
them as injurious to modern jurifprudence. In the age of dark- 
nefs, thefe laws were the only light to direct us; but in ay 
enlightened age, thefe torches become pale, they only ferve to 
perplex the fight, or at leaf to retard our fteps in the paths of 
truth. Perhaps it is now time, after having fuffered ourfelves 
to be controlled by the authority of thofe Roman laws, that we 
fubmit them to the authority of reafon ; and that, after having 
been their flaves, ‘we fhould now become their judges. It is 
time, perhaps, for ws to difcover in thofe laws, the genius of 
a people who were not acquainted with the true principles of 
civil legiflation, and who were more employed in conquefts 
abroad, than they were attentive to the equality and happinefs 
that ought to have reigned at home. It is time, perhaps, that 
we fhould rejeé& thofe laws, in which we behold filial fervitude 
proceed from flavery, and which give a parent the power, not 
only to difinherit, but to fell his children ; where fear, repelling 
them from the parental breaft, extinguifhed thofe fweet attach. 
ments, and blafted thofe tender fentiments produced by nature, 
and which are the firft radiments of virtue. 

The time is now perhaps come, that the French fhould no 
longer be the pupils of ancient or of modern Rome ; that they 
fhould have civil laws exprefsly framed for themfelves, as well 
as_political laws fuited to their government ; it is time that their 
legiflation fhould partake of the principles of wifdom, and not 
of the prejudice of habits; in fhort, that they fhould give the 
example, and receive law from no other fources but thofe of 
nature and of reafon. For what.does Nature fay upon the fabs 
je& which we now difcufs? If fhe have eftablifhed an equality 
between man and man ;—by 3 ftronger argument fhe makes it 
good between a brother and a brother: ought not therefore 
that equality between the children of one family to be bettet 
recognifed, and more refpeéted, by thofe who have given them 
birth? It is an axiom of right, become vulgar from time, that 
children are the natural inheritors of their parents ; which indi+ 
cates the legitimacy of the title, in virtue of which a family 
enters into the inheritance of its forefathers, and the equality of 
right which nature gives to every one of thofe members who is 
intitled to inherit. 7 
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It would, be fuperfluons to deduce,. in this place,. the reafon 
which eftablifhes this right of the fucceffion of children. in that 
of the property of thew parents. Although we could oppofe 
thofe titles, yet. there would not.refult. from thence any. thing 
that could fhake the common opinion upon this fubjeé; and 
weaken the, juft. protection which fociety has accorded ; fince 
the right of proprietorfhip upon.the effects which men-enjoys is 
an advantage whichis conferred upon them by focial contraét. 

Nothing hinders us from confidering, thofe goods as entering 
again by right, by the death of the poffeffor, into the common 
ftock, and returning by the general will to thofe heirs who are 
deemed legitimate, Society has ordained that, if. the effects 
abandoned by the death of their pofieflor ought not to ferve as 
an: augmentation of the public funds, the fucceffors can only be 
taken from the fame family, which was, im.a manner, fome 
fort. of co-proprietor in the fame. inheritance. Society has 
perceived, right being durable,.while the proprietors periths 
that the fucceflion from the father to the fon was the only rea- 
fonable. medium-by which the firt acquirer of thofe effe&ts could 
be reprefented; fociety has perceived that it is, in this cafe, lefs 
a new affumption of poffeflion by the means of inheritance, than 
acontinuation of the fame benefits, and of the fame rights re+ 
falting from the preceding ftate of the community: im fhort, 
fociety has feen, by transferring the fortune of the déceafed 
from his family, that hence that family is eventually defpoiled 
for ftrangers; and, in fuch a privation, there is not either rea- 
fon, juftice, or agreement. ‘That law of fociety which pers 
mits children to fucceed their father in the right of domeftic 
fortune, ought to fhew itfelf in its utmoft purity when the head 
of the family dies inteftate; then, the children who fucceed 
participate according to the law of nature, provided that fociety 
does not act the part of a flep-mother, by breaking, om their 
account, the inviolable laws of equity. 

It is not fufficient that we expunge from our code this impure 
remain of the feudal fyftem, which, in the children of the fame 
father, fometimes created, in {pite of himielf, one rich and many 
poor; a haughty protector, and obfcure dependents; laws, 
which: from their corruption engendered hatred where nature 
had created fraternity ; and which became the accomplices of 
a.thoufand diforders, if it be not, however, more neceflary to 
fay, that they made them originate. It is not fufficient: barely 
to deftroy, to the utmoft veltige, thofe obnoxious laws; we ought 
to prevent, by wholefome ftatutes, thofe paflions which, by their 
effeéts, would not be lefs pernicious than the laws themfelves ; 
we 
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we fhould prevent the intrufion which they infenfibly make in 
the civil conftitution. 

Behold, Sir, the aétual fituation of fociety ; confider it as the 
laft effet of our inftitutions and of our laws; as the refult of 
what has deen, and of what has been done, by our forefathers. 
Behold, from this refult, the evil that has been caufed for fo 
many ages in our teftamentary laws, and the abfurd irregulari- 
ties of participation, which have been the confequences of them. ~ 

You will perceive, by this analyfis, that thofe defective laws 
have ftrongly contributed more and more to repel fociety from 
nature ; and in order to approximate them, you will find it in- 
difpenfably neceflary to deftroy that fource of feparation and 


diforder. It would be a refolution, juft in its principle, con-° 


formable to the nature of things, and falutary in its effects ; it 
would be a refolution, equally to be coveted by focial as well as 
domeftic advantage, if it could fupprefs in families all tefta- 
mentary bequefts, the objects of which are to create a too great 
inequality of fortune. 

This inftitution would not be new in the hiftory of matri- 
monial covenants. We are acquainted with the legiflation of the 
firft people of Greece: I do not fpeak of thofe ancient, but 
favage laws, which did not allow a teftamentary difpofition; 
I fpeak of thofe which were enacted in a civilifed age—of 
thofe which were dictated by Solon. This famous legiflator, in 
reforming, upon this head, the general law of Athens, in ad- 
mitting the right of wills, excepted, notwithftanding, the heads 
of families from this privilege. He infifted that every thing 
fhould be regulated, in the Faceeffion of the line direét, by thé 
inftitutions of the republic, and not by the volition of the citizens. 

What! are not the caprices and the paflions of the living 
enough for fociety, without making us fubject to thofe of 
the dead? Is it not enough that fociety fhould be actually 
charged with all the confequences that refult from teftamen- 
tary defpotifm, from times immemorial unto the prefent day? 


Mutt we prepare befides every thing that future teftators may” 


add to it of evil, by an ultimate difpofition, often capricious 
and unnatural? Have we not feen a mafs of wills, in which 
fometimes pride, and fometimes vengeance breathed >—Here an 
unjuft alienation, and there an unjuftifiable predilection ? Thelaw 
difannuls thofe inftruments which are called aé irato ; butall thofe 
which are diftinguifhed by @ decepto, 2 morofo, ab imbecilli, a 
delirante, & fuperbo, or in other words, on account of anger, decép- 
tion, morofene/i, weakne/s, infanity, pride, the law does not annul, 
nor can it annihilate. How many of thofe acts are there addreffed 
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te the living by the dead, in which folly feems to difpute with 
pailion ; in which the teftator makes fuch difpofitions of his for- 
tune, that, during his life, he was-afraid to truft them to the 
confidence of another ? fuch difpofitions, in a word, that it was 
at laft neceffary, in order that they might be permitted, to de- 
tach them entirely from the memory, and to fuppofe that the 
tomb alone could protec them from ridicule and reproach. 

I will not determine, whether or no we ought to concede to 
the new conftitution of France, to which is referred whatever 
relates to the grand and admirable principles of political equa- . 
lity, a law which fhall permit to the father aud to the bake. 
the right of forgetting, in what relates to their children, the 
facred principles of natural equality, with a law that would 
favour diftinétions, which would difallow every thing, and which 
would increafe thofe difproportions in fociety which refult from 
adiverfity of talents and of induftry, in lieu of correéting them 
by an equal divifion of domeftic goods. The concurrence of 
law and of opinion has deitroyed amongft us. that general pre- 
ponderancy, that the names and the titles of them have fo long 
arrogated; it has caufed to difappear, that magical power which 
acertain arrangement of alphabetical letters has hitherto exer- 
cifed amongit us; the refpect, the admiration of chimeras, has 
fled before the dignity both of man and of citizen. For I know 
not any thing that can more effectually repel that almoft forgotten 
vanity, than to leave in fall force thofe teftamentary cuftoms 
that are favourable to it, to.cultivate, in fome meafure, by laws, 
this fund, too fertile of the inequalities of fortune. 

There are no firft-borns, none particularly privileged in the 
family of the nation ; there fhould not be any in the little fami- 
lies that compofe it. 

Do you not perceive the madnefs of thofe who, born without 
fortune, have obtained, by fome means or other, immoderate 
tiches ? Inflated by this advantage, they immediately affume a 
certain refpect for their name; they do not choofe that it fhould 
defcend to their fucceffors, unlefs accompanied by a fortune 
which fhall recommend it to confideration ; they feleét an heir 
among their children ; they decorafé him, by will, with every 
thing than can fuftain the new exiftence which they have given 
him ; and their haughty imaginations pourtray, even in the 
tomb, a train of ins an which are to do honour to their 
blood. Ah! let us ftifle.this bud of unavailing diftinétions! 
let us break thefe inffruments of vanity and injuttice ! 

What applies to a bad machine, will likewife apply to a bad 
government, the defects of =~ are fometimes corrected by 
one 
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one another, and the movements of = a themfelves, by 
means of thefe trifling dependencies; but fhould a part happen 
to break, it cannot be repalted without the whole * ulasees 

ieces, In our former government, ‘a multitude of viims was 
facrificed by the barbarifm of feudal tenures, or by the pater- 
nal pride of decorating the eldef born, from whence the reli. 
gious orders, the benefices, the convents, the places of favour, 
denominated the rejected of families. Here then are two evils, 
which ferve as an antidote to one another. To-day, thanks to 
the magnanimous wifdom of this affembly ! thefe places of re- 
fuge are-happily fhut up ; but it muft not be the oppreffed who 
are to reclaim them. If, on the one hand, the fpeculations of 
intereft can no longer foil our altars, thofe children, on the other, 
difowned by their natural parents, have no caufe to regret thofe 
refources which are, with juftice, profcribed. The domettic 
advantages which refult from a perfect fyftem of equality in 
fainilies, do not form the moft powerful arguments for its efta~ 
blifhment. The natural connexions which unite the father with 
the fon, and the fon with the father, will they not be more 
tightly drawn, when you fhall have extirpated thofe unnatural 


praétices which are placed between them by a government ill : 


dire&ted ? 

Alas ! it is but too clear they are the fathers themfelves, who 
have made thofe teftamentary laws: but in framing them they 
have only confidered their power, and forgotten their paternity ; 
they have been punifhed for their enaction, by having feen en- 
gendered in the hearts of their children, in lieu of thofe foft and 
faithful fentiments, thofe natural affections of love, refpeét, and 
gratitude—motives of fear, and views of intereft; they have 
been punifhed for preparing the diforders, and the misfortunes 
of thofe favourites of their vanity, a3 well as occafioning the lofs 
of the reft-of their children. I defire to know if the inequalities 
of fortune, which attend children of the fame father, are not, be- 
forehand, a fource of jealoufy, of difunion, and of domeftic 
indifference and hate; and, if thefe woefal and natural effects 
are not often continued in fociety, and in fuch a manner as to 
divide for ever the branches of the fame family ? For you know 
that the happinefs of a fociety is compofed, in a great degree, of 
private affections ; it is upon the hearths of domeftic confidence, 
that are formed the habits and the fentiments of public felicity. 
Ab! what a fruitful fource of quarrels, of difficulties, and of law- 
fuits, would not be dried up by means fo natural and fimple ! 

The tribunals do but echo too much with conteftations, ori- 


ginating from the obfcurity of the laws, from the fhock of. 
cuftom, 
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cuftom, and from the uncertainty of right amongft the different 
claffes of citizens: it is ftill worfe, when difcord drags families 
before a judge; the refentment is then more lively, the diffi- 
culties more ‘infuperable, in proportion as the ties of blood be- 
come more tight ; fociety is’ torn to pieces by their violence, 
and fcandal combines itfelf with rum.: 

Yet more; I believe that the education of a family helps to 
regulate itfelf in what regards the fortunes of children in the par- 
ticipation of domeftic effeéts: the inequality of this partition 
ealls upon the paternal affeftion, and not only upon tendernefs, 
but fentiment. But whilft the privileged fon, who, in a more 
particular manner, conftitutes the hopes and oa of his parents, 
receives a more liberal education ; he, on his » convinced 
that his fortune is made in the world, thinks it of lefs confe- 
quence to de than to appear to be ; to render himfelf ufeful, than 
to proft from the advantages that have been given him. As to 
the reft of the family, devoted, in fome meafure, to ob{curity, 
their‘education partakes of the deftiny that attends them. It is 
thus that every thing feems to be out of nature, that every thing 
becomes corrupt under the influence of bad laws. 

Society has, without doubt, a right to demand of the legif- 
lators, that they do not any. more deprive it of thofe ufeful 
members which the teftamentary laws have deprived them of, 
even unto the prefent day. 

Wherefore, will the fay to them, would you give up to idle- 
nefs and diforder, terms which too frequently admit of the fame 
interpretation, thofe heads of families, who believe themfelves, 
on account of their fortune, only made for their pleafure ? Why, 
to favour a marriage which only flatters vain pride, would you 
hinder others who — become fortunate? Why would you 
eondemn to celibacy fo many children of the fame family, by 
fuffering an individual of that family to {wallow up what would 
fupport the reft? Why, above all, fhould thofe tender and fen- 
fible maidens, the homage of refpect and fefvice paid to whom 
has contributed, in an efpecial manner, to the happinefs of 
their relations, become the firft vidtims .of predilection, only 
diated by pride and prejudice? Why fhould not they, on the 
contrary, give title to a pofterity, which would recompence their 
tendernefs by the fame attachments and the fame cares? Yes, 
an equality in the participation of domeftic fortune is conneéted 
with the means of encouraging marriages, of encreafing popula- 
tion, and keeping alive that general equality which is at the 
fame time one of the principles and points of view of your moft 
excellent Conftitution. 
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If you were to be told that nature is a powerful proteétrix, 
which will fufficienthy combat in the foul of a father, his injuf- 
tice, his cruelty, his partiality sowards his children : I will an- 
{wer, by the fatal perverfion of which that weaknefs of nature 
js fufceptible ; I will anfwer, by examples that are not lefs ftri- 
king than numerous ; and | will add, that it is not confiftent with 
the laws to favour paflions, of which the influence is fo extenfive; 
that it is not the province of laws to make the prejudices, the 
caprice, and the injuftice, of a man prevail, at the very time 
jn which he is no more, over the interefts of the prefent genera~ 
tion, and of thofe that are to come. 

But what! fhall not a fon, who is wife and refpectful towards 
his father, be -diftinguifhed in his will from one that is unduti- 
ful? What! fhall that which a fon fhall have diflipated by idle 
expences, be divided by a parent between his other clildren, and 
fhall he thus re-eftablith an equilibrium ! 

Let us not make too common that fophifm, which duppofes, 
in a renovation of things, that all the vices proceed from ap-an- 
cient government, and which would make us believe that in 
all me in a ftate of vigour and of health, that the fame pre- 
ventions are to be ufed as in a ftate of ficknefs and debility? In 
creating the beft Jaws, in inftituting an education truly national, 
in effablifhing every where asi equality, in rendering the public 
eftimation neceffary, what do, we not effect towards the intro- 
duction of good manners, and towards infufing a proper tafte 
into the rifing generation? 

Every thing isunited in the civil law. If we obferve that the 
youth corrupt themfelves, it is becaufe the fource of corruption 
is left open. Is not the eldeft fon always the one who is the 
firft corrupted ? And this he would avoid, were not the brilliant 
perfpettive of a large fortune to dazzie his eyes : but the perfpec- 
tive, however flattering, too foon invites deceitful friends; it 
provokes the offers of avaricious feducers, and of cringing mer- 
cenaries. If you eftablifh equality in families, you break the 
net, you attack diforder in the firit ferment that it excites -—to 
prevent an evil, is better than to.cure one. 

But it may be faid, ‘may not théy miftake the intention of the 
law, by benefits arbitrarily conferred, during their lives, to the 
pvject of their predeliction? When the law fhall have done 
every thing towards the eftablifhing of good order, it is not to 
be blamed, if men hall be more adroit to elude it, than the law: 
will be fufficiently ftrong-to conftrain them: but in a free go- 
yernment let us flatter ourfelves that we fhall refpe& the law, 
and confide in its empire over the heart of man ; let us believe 
. . that 
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that 2 good citizen will blufh. to tranfgrefs the laws, even in the 
bofom of his family ; and that he will not permit, during his life, 
thofe unjuft preferences which are inhibited after his death. In 
fhort, there is always a great difference, between the ftate of 
things, where the evil is permitted, favoured by the law, and 
where it is committed againft the law itfelf. Believe me, a do- 
meitic education, to become-good, ought to be formed upon the 
moft unequivocal principles of juitice, of gentlenefs, and of equa- 
lity. The lefs the laws fhall accord to paternal defpotifm, the 
more force will there be left to fentiment and reafon. 

Go, and tell your fathers, that their principal empire ought to 
be encloted in the authority of their virtues, in the wiidom of 
their documents, and in the proofs of their affection; let them 
perceive that this will henceforth be their firft domettic autho- 
rity ; and you will find that they will be more incited to make 
ufe of thofe gentle arms, and to fharpen them, as it were, in 
order that they might become more fure and irrefiftible. Thus, 
ferious reciprocal concerns, filial and fraternal love will enrich 
themfelves-by the lofs of domination and intereft; there will 
then exift only one fpecies of elderfhip of children, who will pof- 
fefs the molt valuable preference in the inheritance of their fa- 
thers, and thefe will be thofe who will gather the mof fruit 
from the good education which they fhall have received. 

I conclude then by requefting the National Affembly to adopt 
the difpofitions which are the foundation of a project fubmitted 
to their confideration, that is: Firft, That for the future every 
inftitution of Preciput, of Majority, of Fidei-commis, by contract, 
and by teftament, be prohibited by every perfon whatever; and 
with regard to thofe inftitutions aétually exifting, that there be 
meafures eftabhthed, convenient meafures, to enfure the enjoy- 
ment of thofe that have expired, and the abolition of thofe that 
exift. Secondly, That all perfons having defcendants in the 
direct line, thall only be allowed to difpofe, by will, of a certain 
portion of their effeéts: but I oppofe, as much as is in my 
power, the idea that this portion fhall amount to a fourth part 
of the goods of the teftator, according to the project of the Com- 
mittee ; this proportion, too confiderable, being contrary to the 
principles which I have developed, and producing, in a great 
meafure, the vites of inequality, of which we ought now to ex- 
terminate the roots; which it will be eafy to thew, when this 
article fhall fall under difcuffion, I move then, that this quota, 
of which the heads of families may be allowed to difpofe by will, 
be confined to a tenth part of their effects: it is enough for 
thofe who with to leave behind them fome teltimonies of affec- 
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tion, and fome tokens of gratitude ; and it is too much for tliofe 
who are animated by'other fentiments. Behold then the inten- 
tion of this decree.:— 

I require that the order So of facceffion in thé di- 
re& line, afcending and defc ig, fhould be’ fixed by law; 
that there be fecured to the heirs in that line nine tenths of the 
mafs of effeéts of him ‘to whom they fhall fucceed ; and that in 
confequence, the cuftom of donations, inftitutions of contraé, 
teftamentary difpofitions without the obligation of returning any 
thing received, and every other difpofition, tending to difarrange 
the order of fucceflion, and to break the equality of fhares, be 
prohibited to afcendants, towards defeendants, and refpettively 
until the tenth part of the above-recited mafs; with referve of 
the free difpofition of the tenth part in favour of perfons wha 
are ftrangers to the line of inheritance. 

2d. That the fubftitutions, feniorities, and fidei-commis, be 
in future-prohibited between all’ perfons: and in refpe€ to the 
fubftitutions which have-begun to be in circulation, and under 
the’ guarantee of which, alliances have been contraGted ;' they 
are not to preferve effect but by. one degree, and by a fingle 
mutation, évery extenfion beyond one degree being revoked, 
and‘ abolifhed. : 


C& For notice of the death of this great man, fee page 218. 
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LINES «ccafoned by a Serious Contersplation of Naturs. 


Srest thou yon burning orb, whofe, genial beam 

Burfts, with expanded rays, the womb of night, 

And theds its influence o’er the darken’d world ? 

That-lucid orb, in majefty elate, 

Gilds the horizon with reflefted rays, 

For man’s advantage and fuperior blifs. 

For man was it opdain’d ; for man it fhines 

In rifing majefty and endlefs light. 

No dufky vapour can.obfcure its ray, 

No catara¢ts of rain confine its heat, 

Or bluft’ring whirlwinds change its deftin’d courfe. 
O light 
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O light of nations, O creative force ! 
Warm my ¢old bofom with thy rays diviné, 
And teach my foul, with gratitude infpir'd, 
To court thy influence and confefs thy might. 
Each rifing morn [’f hymn thy bright career, 
Each falling night will fing thy parting ray, 
And follew, in my dreams; thy burning courfe. 

Oh! would my mufe, replete with mighty thought, 
In ftrains majeftic, fing fo bright a theme, 

With loud hofannas fhould my voice refound, 
And endlefs harmony attune my lyre. 

Me, fofter fubjects, calmer thoughts delight, 
Than thofe which fwell th’ ambitious poet’s fame. 
Thee, Solitude, I court, whofe trariquil joys 
Roufe tender feefing’s in the mournful heart, 

And bid full tears, refponfive to the woes 
That fhake:the mind of innocence diftreft, 
With filent anguith and expreffion fall. 
Me, murm'ring ftréams and fhaded' groves invite, 
To mark the impulfe ofthe waving’ breeze, 
That fans, with gentle motion, every {pray, 
And tunes the foul to tendernefs of woe. 
How fweet.it is, whew Night extends her veil, 
To fee the rooks their homeward journey take, 
And with hoarfe note prefage their late return! 
Calm blows the zephyr through the murm’ring glade, 
And ev’ning flies with buzzy hurh furround : 
‘The ox returning to the ftraw-built fhed, 
1 fee the bat flit round the cottage’ thatch, 
And mark the paths where bleating’ fheep have’ trod’; 
And at a diftance’ hear the fhepherd’s pipe 
Carol aloud acrofs the darken’d'plath. 
With joy I view where, o’er the welteri hill, 
The drowfy eyelids of approaching night 
Snatch the gay landfcape from the’ theplierd’s kent, 

Now Night throughout the unliverfe extends 
Her filent, awful rergn. Theclouds condens'd 
Trail through the burthen’d air; and ‘nature; hath’d 
In deep tranquillity, enjoys repofe. ‘ 

No tender bleatifigs now diftutb-the fold, 

Or diftant lowings echo through’ tle grove ; 

Bat gentle fleep, the balm of woutded minds; 

Sheds ite glad ‘influence o’er the darken’d world. 

No more the moon darts forth her filver beams, 
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To light the traveller’s benighted ftep 

‘Through the dark windings of the thorny wood. 

No clofing landfcape lingers on the fight, 

Nor ftar refplendent fpecks the wide expanfe. 

The heav’ns are hung with black, fave where the gleam 

Of frequent fighe'ning darts acrofs the gloom. 

All’s filent—folemn darknefs all. The birds, 

Perch’d on the yielding branches quiv’ring top, 

Perceive no motion, but fecurely reft. 

The patient herds, though chilling dews affail 

‘Their backs uncover’d by the friendly thatch ; 

Though howling winds rufh round their patient heads, 

And nipping frofts benumb their weary joints ; 

Yet ftill the covert of fome friendly hedge 

May foothe their labours, and invite to Son. 

The weary fhepherd, lull’d by ev’ning air, 

Soft on the yielding mofs reclines his breaft, 

Ere rifing zephyrs whifper through the trees. 

Calm on the downy lap of peace he lies, 

Contentment lulls his weary foul to reft ; 

And op’ning day unfeals his grateful eyes. 

Sweet are his flumbers, undifturb’d by care, 

Unvex'd by dreadful dreams and burfting fighs, 

The fad attendants of the guilty couch. 

How different he, whofe puagent thoughts explore 

Th’ incumbent fhade of all-furrounding night ! 

Who fhudders at each paffing wind that blows, 

While racking torments fink him to defpair. 
Chance guides his fteps to where the happy fwain 

Beneath the branching fhade extended lies ; 

And while he envies him his calm repofe, 

From his pale lips thefe trembling accents fall : 

“* Happy, thrice happy fwain! whofe mind at peace, 

Knows not the ftings that vex the guilty couch. 

Sweet flumbers prefs with opiate hand thy lids, 

And {mooth’s the pillow that receives thy head. 

How placid are thy dreams! how calm thy foul! 

How diffrent mine, that can no peace obtain ! 

Farewell, contented fhepherd ! fare thee well ! 

And may thy innocence of thought confpire 

‘To turn my footfteps from their devious courfe ! 


Then fhall I live content, and die in peace.” 
(zo) Recruse. 
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ORIGINAL STRICTFURES 


; 0 N rt 
Public Finufements: 





From Makcui the t0th, to Apri ibe 20th; i7gi. 





COVENT-GARDEN THEATRE. 

April 16. HE firft reprefentation of Wild Oats, or The Strolling Gentlemen, 

took place on this evening, for the benefit of a valuable per- 
former, Mr. Lewis, deputy managers When we confidered the exertions re- 
quifite in executing, «s he does, with wnremiitting attention; the duties of his 
double capacity, we were happy to behold a fall houfe from the pit-doors 
to the remoteft corner of the upper gallery. The extréme length of the 
¢legant tranflation in this month’s Magazine, prevents our dwelling on the 
‘merits of this excellent comedy the beft, in our opinion, confidered gene- 
rally, in O<Keefe’s lift. 

Lorenzo, a ‘Tragedy, frony the elegant pen of Mr: Merry, has likewife 
heen performed for the firft time with every applaufe the author could with. 
Our thoaghts on the piece and the performance; on the above account, we 
poftpone watil our Number for May. 


DIBDIN’s WAGGS AND ODDITIES. 
After an exhibition of tog nights, Mr, Dibdin feels difpofed ** to count 
is gains,” and take. a little breath. We believe we are right, when we 
a that equal fucceis never accompanied the endeavours’of an individual. 
But who, like Dibdin,; unites, in a pleafing wholes powers which will at aib 
times enfure patronage and profit? We congratulate him too om his efcape 
from the wild beafts; and hope, on a futute occafion, to find him a litt'e 
farther removed from fuch fociety. . a ; 
Mr. Dibdin, in his return of thanks; exprefied himfelf in language ap- 
pofite, elegant, and original; and we never felt more ftrongly, than on this 
occafion, the remark, That even in trifles Genius {corns to imitate. 


FANTOCCIN], SAVILLE-ROW. 


It is really wonderful to behold the  qwonders of this wooden world." 
Harlequin’s flight round the theatre is in vain endeavoured to be accounted 


. for by the fpeétator: his eating and drinking fcene is not cf to be ad- 
n 1 


mired. That a puppet, a few inches only in height, fhould fill a glafs to 
the'brim, and convey it to an artificial mouth, which receives its rofy be~ 
verage; take from’ the fire a miniature kettle, appear to eat, matticate and 
fwallow its contents; are certainly no mean inftances of mechanical {kill- 
Let not the rigid reafoner, with {mile farcaftic, confider a vifit to Saville- 
Row, a degradation. In reality, who moré truly degraded than thofe who 
iffe& to be over-wife? Let the philofopher repair to the Fantoccini; and 
while his fmiling offspring aré gratified in. beholding the fcenery and figures; 
Nt the man view with an approving eye, the inventive powers of a fellow- 
tréature, To all, different gifts are given; and perhaps it would prove @ 
lifficult tatk to determine juffly, 7 to fix the fuperiority. 
é fas 
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INTERESTING DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


NEW-invented-machine for the fafety of carrying gunpowder fn the 

field of battle, has been Jaid before the Duke of Richmond and Mr. Pitt, 
at Richmond-Honfe, Privy-Gardens. This invention is made of copper, res 
fembling a cafk: in the one end of it is a fmall cover, which draws and 
faftens with a rivet. 

A few weeks ago, a moft tremendous fire broke out in the great Malta 
ing at Cannonmills, near Edinburgh, which, in the {pace of two hours, en- 
tirely confumed the whole building, confifting of a large barn, three gras 
naries, and two kilns. Upon the firft alarm, the engine belonging to the 
Sun-Fire Office was foon upon the fpot, which was ferved with fuch 
powerful effeét. by the firemen, that the fire was not only prevented from 
{preading to the-great Malting adjoining, but faved the whole diftillery, ‘after 
it was on fire three times, although thirty feet diftant. The fire being 
feen from the Caftle, very foon a captain’s command of the 42d regiment 
attended, as did the magiftrates with a city-guard and an engine: another 
engine was alfo fent from Leith. Happily the premifes were infured; and 
although 100 feet of the fide-walls fell at one time, no lives were loft. 

The new Archbifhop of Paris was inffalled on Sunday laft, in the chutth 
of Notre Dame, by the Municipality, in the prefence of a Deputation 
from the National Affembly. He was afterwards led through the prine 
cipal ftreets of the city, amidft the acclamations of the people. , 

The floop Betty and Mary, Capt. Lace, Jaden with pigs, for Liverpooh 
left Newry afew weeks ago. On the afternoon fucceeding that of the day 
én which: the failed, the veffel grounded upon the North Bank, and wa 
left dry, yet without any apprehenfions of danger by the crew, or paffens 
gers: -but -as the tide.of flood came on, the wind rofe high ; and about tea 
o’clock, when the veffel began to float, fhe thumped fo very hard, ‘that ih 
about three ‘quartérs‘of ‘an hour the went to pieces; and the whole of the 
people on board, 47 in number, viz. the mafter, four feaman, four feialé 
and 38 male paffengers (one only excepted), unfortunately were drowned. 
The perfon whofe life,is faved is named John Boyd, belonging to the 1f 
battalion of the Artillery, who luckily caught hold of a part of the wreck, 
from which ‘he ‘was takén the next day at ore o’clock. Eleven of the fuf- 
ferers have been taken up dnd decently interred. The above melancholy 
circumftance points out, in the ftrongeft manner, the great neceflity of 
évery veffe! being provided with materials for making fignals of diftrefs, in 
cafes of danger; for had this veffél had 4 fwivel-gun and powder on board, 
in 4lP probability the whole of the people had been faved, as feveral vefiels 
were within a few miles, and no doubt viewed their fituation; but not fee- 
ing or hearimg any fignals of diftrefs, had no intimation of their danger, 

A few days fince, as Mr. Percival, midthipman on board the Nemefis, 
lyitig ‘at Milford, was going on board his hip, by fome accident he fell out 
of the boat, and was drowned. He was ‘a young man of promifing abilities, 
a branch of the Egmont family, and‘a fon of Col, Percival of the Marines 

A melancholy accident in the Minoriet.—A foldier having brouglit fome 
gunpowder to his lodging (fome'fay about 25!b. weight), and having im- 

prudently 
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prudently left it within the reach of,.fome childrea, fome of it caught fire, 

which, communicating with the reft, adreadful explofion took place. The 

roof of the houfe was blown up, and the walls much fhattered. A woman 
in the houfe, with a child in her arms, was killed. ° : 

In Hyde-Park, two journeymen carpenters, having difputed on fome 
trifling occafion, agreed to fettle the bufinefs by boxing, when one of them, 
jn the courfe of the battle, was knocked down by an unfortunate blow under 
the ear. A furgeon was immediately fent for; but every medical affitt- 
ance proved ineffe¢tual, as he almoft inftantaneoufly expired. i 

A few weeks ago, three men, with handkerchiefs over their faces, 
knocked at the front door of Mr. John Bridger, of Romerfield, in Effex; 
and, on the houfekeeper’s opening. the fame, the villains rufhed in upon 
her, and threw her down: they then tied her legs and hands; and, having 
rifled her pockets, they left her, and went into the kitchen, where finding 
aman fitting in the chimney-corner, they bound him in a fimilar manner, 
and, while one ftood over him, the other two robbed the houfe of feveral 
articles to a confiderable amount, with which they made off, leaving the 
bounden parties to liberate themfelves as they could. 

Mr. Blanchard. attempted lately to.afcend in his balloon at Vienna, in 
prefence of 200,000 fpectators; but when his machine was about twelye 
feet higher than the galleries, it burft and fell to the ground, by.which Mr. 
Blanchard was flightly hurt. At firft the multitude felt compaffion for the 
gnfortunate aéronaut; but foon recollecting that each of them had paid 
30 kreutzers for admiffion within the inclofure, they rushed on the balloon, 
and tore it into a thoufand rags. 

The young Prince de Ligere, who is well of the wounds he received at 

the taking of I{mael, intended to have accompanied Mr. Blanchard in his 
aerial excurfion. 
* The new fpire at Clerkenwell Church is beautiful and light ; at the fame 
time it exhibits much grandeur of architecture. A great crowd of {peéta- 
tors attended, and happily there was no accident befel the workmen in per- 
forming their duty, although making a {caffold is infinitely more difficult 
and dangerous than raifing it. 

At arout lately given by Peter Thelluffon, Efq. in the city, a perfon of 
genteel appearance obtruded himfelf, and was not a little confpicuous from 
his accomplithed manner of dancing. Mr, Thellufon having retired at an 
early hour to the fupper-room, the ftranger helped himfelf to fome articles 
on the fide-board, and again joined in the dance. A little reflexion gave 
Mr. Thellufion to apprehend a// euas not right, and he applied to the party 
whom the ftranger was fuppofed to have accompanied, who declaring that 
they had never feen him before, he was fent to the Compter, dreffed in the 
higheft ftyle of fathion. 

A lady’s maid at Manchefter, remarkable for her beauty, being fent to 
a mercer’s, was obferved to fecrete a piece of muflin, which being found 
upon her by the mercer, who followed her home, fhe was committed to the 
New Bailey Prifon, where the ftrangled herfelf with her handkerchief after 
the prifoners had retired to reft. 

Though the articles of news which announce the calamities of indivi- 
duals, or the deftruction of the people, excite moft powerfully the reader’s 
guriofity; yet fuch writers as inform the public of the modes adopted for 
the preferyation of the human race tend moft eflentially to the happinefs of 
the community.—-The Managers of the Humane Society prefented a me- 
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morial to the Committee of General Purpofes, requefting their afitance in 
the adoption of fome plan, to obviate accidents by drowning, in confe. 
uence of boys, &c. running on the balluftrades of Blackfriars-bridge.. 
he memorial was taken into confideration, and fome gent!emen appointed 
to make’a report to the Committee ; and, on their report being made, Mr, 
Milne recommended that boards of public notice and iron fpikes be fixed 
at the four extremities of the bridge, to prevent the pofibility of petfong 
being drowned in future. Mr. Alderman Crofby, Chairman, expceffed the 
higheft approbation of the conduét of the Humane Society, in direéting 
their attention to the removal of an evil which hag been the caufe of the 
premature death of great numbefs, and fo imminently endangered the lives 
of children as well as other thoughtlefs perfons. It affords the writer much 
fatisfaétion to declare to the public, that Mr. Milne has, within thefe few 
days, had the iron fpikes fixed, and a public warning given, which 
humane exertions and cautions will be found productive of faving many 
lives. ’ ’ 
March 31.—At half paft five o’clock, amidft a multitude of f{pe€tators, 
the Cherokee Chiefs quitted this metropolis, for Gravefend; at which plate 
they will take thipping for their feveral places of abode in America. Two 
poft-coaches, with four horfes each, contained them and their retinue. 

A few days fince, the following occurrence took place—-A lady of large 
fortune, at Clapton, labouring under an unhappy derangement of mind, 
quitted her houfe unobferved, early in the sam ® When the was miffed, 
her fervants and other people weré difpatched in fearch of ‘her; and fortu- 


nately her’ gardener difcovered her upon Tottenham Marfh, and reached hér 
juft in time to catch hold of her gown at the very inftant when fhe was in 
the act of precipitating herfelf into the River Lea. This unfortunate 
lady’s affliction is faid to have been occafioned by her being abtuptly in- 


formed of an unexpeéted acceffion of fortune, tothe amount of more than 

0,000]. Aa’ : pe ’ 
, At Lancafter affizes, a caufe was brought forward againft a clergyman of 
that county, for feducing the daughter “of a refpectable farmer. Several 
circumftances were proved in evidence that confiderably aggravated the of 
fence; and the Jury, in confequence, gave a verdict for the plaintiff, with 
five hundred pounds damages. . ; ? 

A few days fince was killed, a pig, net more than 14 months old, at Mr 
Richard Johnfon’s, of Lane-end, weighing 36ft. 2lb.—had 74Ib. of leaf 
and rough fat—the four feet weighing no more than 341b. ‘ 

Laft week, a man, .named William Edwards, of Midhurft, in Suffex, 
after having. been drunk for two days, engaged to drink eighteen glaffes of 
gin, on condition that anothier perfon fhould pay for the fame. When hé 
had a¢tually drunk feventeen giaffes and a half, he was carried to a hovel, 
where he expiréd. 

A fhort time fince, a fick pike being obferved by the Duke of Devon- 
fhire’s fervants, at Chatfworth, lying upon the furface of one of the ponds 
for a confiderable time,’ they refolved to take it up, when they difcovereda 
large male toad fo ftrongly fattened to its throat, that it was with much difs 
ficulty that it was feparated. ‘The pike ‘was fo much exhaufted, that it 
expired, though dire¢tly, put into the pond again. It is fuppofed that this 
voracious fifh"had attempted to fwallow the téad, which, in its own defence . 
had feized, and was eventually the defruction of its enemy. , 

A remarkable taufe has been tried at Rome, in which Prince Chigi was 


accufed of having attempted to poifon the Cardinal Carindinii—The decree 
: of. 
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of the Court was ‘* That the Prince, in cafe of his return to Rome, fhall 
be impriféned for life, in one of the ftate fortreffes; that Sigifmund Bol- 
dini, an accomplice, fhall he confined to the galleys; and that John‘Se- 
baftian, an apothecary, by whom the poifon was prepared, fhall be impri- 
foned for three years.” 

A Welch curate was preaching a fermon, when intelligence was brought 

in, that a wreck had happened, and it was in thofe days when a general 
plunder wa’ thought right. He heard different parts: of the congregation 
whifpering to each other, and all appeared ready to run out of the church, 
while thofe who were neareft the door were ftealing out one by one.— 
#* Brethren, my dear brethren!” cried the curate, ‘¢ one thing only have 
s* ] to recommend to your ferious attention, and I beg you will treafure it 
§* up in your hearts! keep the Holy Scriptures ever in your mind, and 
# now—let us fart fair !"> On which he whipt down from the pulpit, and 
fet off with the reft of the congregation. 
' Some days ago there was found in the neighbourhood of Paifley, about 
§15 filver pennies of the three firft Edwards, weighting about 22 ounces: 
they have all the full face, with the epigraph, Edw.—-Edw. or Edward, 
R. Aug. Dus. Hyb. and_on the reverfe, the place where coined. Some 
ounces, which a gentleman in Glafgow has refcued from the furnace, and 
are in high prefervation, have Civitas London. Civitas Cantor. Civitas Dureme. 
and Dunelmie. Civitas Lincol. Civitas Eberaci, Vill. Novi. Caftri. Vill. Scied- 
mundi, Villa Briftollie. Ville Bevevice. One has Civitas Waterfor. another, 
which is fuppofed to be a rare coin of Edward II. has, an the obverfe, Dux 
Limburgia, and, on the reverfe, Due Brabantie. There was alfo among 
the colleGtion, five pennies of Mlexander (Lil) ‘Dei Grao—Rex Scotorum, and 
three of John Baliol—Civitas $. Andree. 

Letters from America advife, that fo fevere a winter as the laft was never 
experienced in that country. They likewife ftate, that the labourers in 
many parts had turned out again{t their mafters, and proceeded up the coun- 
try in ariotous manner, committing the moft daring depredations in their 
rout, plundering with the utmoft barbarity the inhabitants of every village 
they arrived at; and the number of the infurgents daily increafing had 
caufed fo general an alarm, that Congrefs had fat deliberating three days to 
form fome effectuaPplan to quell the difturbances. 

A fingular and melancholy accident happened lately at Margate: a young 
man who was fick in bed, was attended by two nurfes, who fat up in his 
bed-room during the night; one morning, the fervant of the houfe won- 
dering that the nurfes did not come down to breakfaft, went into the room 
and found all three quite dead, as fuppofed, from the vapour of charcoal, 
or fomething in the fire which fuffocated them. 

The number of perfons employed in the different branches of the Cotton- 

Manufaftory in England, are eftimated at about 375,000; in the Iron 
Branches about the fame number; and in the Silk, and other Weaving 
Fabrics, upwards of one million. 
* A few days ago, the Duchefs of Rutland, and other ladies, accompanied 
by the Earls of Winchelfea and Darnley, Lord Paget, &c. went in phaétons, 
on a party of pleafure, to the Bull at Shooter’s Hill, where they dined; and 
the evening being rather cool, they fent their fervants to London with the 
phaétons, intending themfeives to come home in a poft-coach. 

Lord Wincheifea’s coachman, and Lord Paget’s groom, got intg Lord 
Wincheliea’s phaéton; the latter drove; Lord Darnley’s was occupied 
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by his owfi fervants. On the road, they agreed to run a race, 2 practice 
common with fervants, and which ought to be feverely punifhed. They 
drove with amazing velocity; and not having proper command of the 
horfes, they ran on the foot-path, and the carriage went over a poor woman, 
whofe leg was, by the accident, broken in feven places: the was imme- 
diately taken up, and carried to an adjoining houfe, where an amputation 
of the leg took place inftantly. The fellows who had been the caufe of 
this thocking accident, inftead of fhowing any figns of regret, laughed, and 
drove on at the fame rate they were going at before, when Lord Darnley’s 
phaéton was thrown over, and the horfes yery much cut. This caufed alt 
of them to ftop; and a gentleman who had heard of the accident, coming 
up, took Lord Paget’s man into cuftody. 

On the ftory being related to Lords Winchelfea and Darnley, they, much 
to their credit, determined themfelves to profecute the offenders, who had 
driven over the woman, to whom they fent immediate relief, and have 
fince fettled on her 4ol. per annum. This is conduc fo generous, and 
fo humane, that it is above our praife, and will carry with it its bet 
eulogy. 

David Cogtes, coachman to Lord Winchelfea, and ames Martin, Lord 
Paget’s groom (the two offenders), were, in confequence, brought before 
Sir Sampfon Wright, and the offence having been committed in thefcounty 
of Kent, were committed to Maidftone goal. 

Lord Paget (certainly from the ftory having been mifreprefented to,him) 
fént to the magiftrate’s office, in order to offer bail for his fervant; but'the 
furgeon who attends the poor woman, declaring he could not pronounce her 
life out of danger, Sir Sampfon did not think himfelf authorifed to take 
bail. 

M MIRABEAU. 

April 2.—M. Miraszav died this morning, about half paft eight 
o’clock. Let his memory, as a man, be-buried in oblivion : to his memory, 
as apatriot, let the monument be raifed by a nation who owes much to 
thofe wonderful abilities which feem as if preferved for a period replete 
with danger, and burfting with event. The patriot braved the ftorm, 
struggled in thé glorious caufe, beheld the gloom of defpotifm give way to 
the funthine of liberty, and then yielded to that ftroke which all muft meet, 
and none can refift. On the day which fuc¢geeded this melancholy event, 
the Affembly paffed a decree, ** That RiquettT: Dr Mrragerav was 

ntitled to fuch marks of gratitude, and fuch honours, as fhould be granted 
by the country to thofe great men who have done it effential fervices.” 
Hiftory will refign to Mirabeau the principal place in the ‘revolution which 
reftored France to Liberty. 

t is propofed to ereét a plain marble monument to his memory. Sub- 
{criptions are opened for the purpofe; and the work will be executed by 
Houden. 

After his death, the body was opened, and fufpicions of poifon were a 
ence removed. 





RP Authentic Foreign Intelligence arifing to no confequence, we poffpone a one 
fitkation until our next; when Births, Marriages, &c. will be given. 
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To the Right Honourable 
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


At WEsTMINSTER Sitting, 


The humble Petition of all the Dogs and Puppies 
of Great-Britain, 


€ == Hounds, and greyhounds, mongrels, fpaniels, curs, 
Shocks, water-rugs, and demi-wolves— ’ 

the fwift, the flow, the fubtle, 

The houfe-keeper, the hunter ; every one 

the little dogs and all, 

Tray, Blanch, and Swettheart.” SwaxsPEare. 








Humbly foeweth, 


Tuat your Petitioners do to our Lord the King trué 
allegiance bear, 

And to all his people, wherefoever they be, far and near; 

And both by land and ‘by water, as well by day as by night, 

Endeavour all their friends to protect, and their enemies all to 
bite ; eA 

That your Petitioners ferve in their feveral capacities as well for 
profit as pleafure ; 

And that they are at prefent loved and cherifhed as a valuable 
treafure, 

Not only by farmers and fportfmen, but by ladies and beaux ; 

And that it would at leaft take a volume their feveral merits to 
difclofe ; 

That they have, with the utmoft forrow and grief of heart, lately 
heard 

Of fome Petitions which have to your Honourable Houfe been 
preferr’d, 

That a Tax fhould be impofed on the whole canine race, 

In confequence of which they fear that they thall be hunted from 


place to:place.; 
And 
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And that when all their carcafés thall be laid o# or usider thé 
ground, 

Robberies, houfe-bredkings, and murders, will moft plentifully 
abound ; 

That much grief and perplexity will alfo be caufed to thofé 
Britith fairs 

To whom their lap-dogs and their purfés are equally dear: 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly hope that their cafe will be 
regarded, 

And that for their faithful ferviees they fhall not be punithed 
but rewarded ; 

And then from time to time, and at all times, but more efpecially 
in the dark, 

Your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever BARK. 


Signed (by Order) 


and 
Delegates. 


PomPey 
Lfle of Dogs, Fripe.ue 
Spril 16,1791. 
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